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Electrochemical studies on a series of new conjugated oligo-
thiophene derivatives are reported. The molecular architectures
(D—A and A—D—A) of these compounds present different donor
cores (thiophene, bithiophene) with different numbers of 3-
octylthiophene units (that act as m-bridge and solubilizing
components). The acceptor end groups adopted were, in all the
cases, ethyl cyanoacrylate units. The results from voltammetric
experiments confirm the close relationship between the
structure of these oligothiophenes and their electrochemical
behavior. Furthermore, we carried out quantum mechanical

1. Introduction

The term “organic electronics” is used to indicate the vast field
of science regarding the use of organic materials (either “small”
molecules, oligomers or polymers) in electronic devices."?
Thiophene derivatives, especially in form of oligomers and
polymers, surely fall in the class of the most studied (and used)
organic semiconductor materials, probably because of their
excellent charge transport properties and well-established
synthetic procedures.”

There are countless applications of these materials in
devices used as: OLEDs,"*' Organic Photovoltaics,*'® Sensors,"
OFET,"" Organic Photodetectors,”"”® and the number is continu-
ously growing.

Polythiophenes were the first and most studied thiophene
derivatives, and some of them are still today viewed as
reference materials, but they present some intrinsic disadvan-
tages such as the absence of well-defined chemical structures
and, thus, of reproducibility. Instead, for the abovementioned
applications, high grade of purity and synthetic reproducibility
are requested, in order to clearly address the synthesis of
materials with precise and specific properties.
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calculations to be able to obtain the HOMO/LUMO character-
istics of some of our compounds in order to confirm our
hypotheses on their electrochemical behavior. Moreover, the
roles of the oligothiophene backbone and the ethyl cyanoacry-
late group in cyclic voltammetry were elucidated by carrying
out two different electrolyses at anodic and cathodic peak
potentials. In particular, we were successful in the anodic
dimerization of a tetrathiophene (D—A) to an octithiophene
(A—D—A) (in high yield) with a considerable shortening of the
chemical synthesis.

These requisites are fulfilled by oligothiophene derivatives:
in many cases they possess better characteristics (physical,
optical, electronic and self-assembly properties, possibility to
work in solution, ease of purification, low-cost synthetic
procedures, and so on) over their polymeric counterparts.™

Oligothiophenes can also be viewed, especially in the
research field, as model compounds for the study of structure-
property relationships relatives to polythiophenes.

Dipolar push-pull (i.e.: molecules that present donor (D) and
acceptor (A) moieties) chromophores with highly polarizable -
electron systems possess properties that result from the
existence of photoinduced intramolecular charge transfers at
low energies."

In particular, thiophene oligomers possess extended -
electron delocalization along the backbone and are good hole-
transporting materials, and they can be synthesized with
different Donor-Acceptor architectures (for example A-D or
A—D—A type) in order to fine tuning their optical and electro-
chemical properties.®

In this paper we report an electrochemical study (cyclic
voltammetry and electrolyses) on six oligothiophenes (with
D—A and A—D—A molecular architectures) in which the acceptor
end is an ethyl cyanoacrylate unit (Figure 1). The chemical
synthesis of most of them was previously reported by us."®

2. Results and Discussion

In Figure 2 the cyclic voltammograms of studied oligothio-
phenes in CH,Cl,-Bu,NBF, solutions are reported, while peak
potential data are summarized in Table 1.

From the voltammetric curves in Figure 2, we can observe
some similarities, i.e. compounds with only one EWG have
irreversible anodic curves (probably due to anodic polymer-
ization, vide infra), while compounds with two EWG have
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Figure 1. Structures of the studied oligothiophenes.
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Figure 2. Cyclic voltammograms of oligothiophenes, 1x10~> M in CH,Cl,-
0.1 M Bu,NBF,. Working electrode: GC. Reference electrode: SCE. v=0.1 Vs,
T=25°C. Potential scan: 0 to negative end to positive end to 0 V.

reversible anodic curves (having all terminal 2-positions
blocked). On the side of cathodic reduction, all compounds
(with the noteworthy exception of T2N) have irreversible
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Table 1. Voltammetric first anodic peak and first cathodic peak potentials®
for studied oligothiophenes.

Compound® E,' V] rev/irr® E. [V] rev/irr®
TIN +1.26 i —-1.10 i
BTIN +1.10 i —1.14 i
T2N +1.40 r —0.90 r
BT2N +1.12 r -1.12 r
BT4N +0.94 r —1.04 i
BT6N +0.86 r —1.08 i

[a] Cyclic voltammetry of oligothiophenes reported in Figure 2, 1x107° M
in CH,Cl,-0.1 M Bu,NBF,. Working electrode: GC. Reference electrode: SCE.
v=0.1Vs', T=25°C. [b] Nature of the peak: reversible (r) or irreversible (i).

cathodic peaks, irrespective of the number of EWG and of
thiophene rings present in the molecules.

In order to have insights into the voltammetric behavior of
our functionalized oligothiophenes,'® we carried out a voltam-
metric analysis on simpler substrates. In fact, oligothiophene
structures can be divided into two parts: a central core (the
oligothiophene chain) and one or two electron-withdrawing
ends. We thus decided to analyze the voltammetric behavior of
3,3""-dioctyl-2,2':5,2":5",2""-quaterthiophene BT2T and of ethyl
2-cyano-3-(thiophen-2-yl)acrylate A (Figure 3).

The cyclic voltammogram of BT2T, under the experimental
conditions previously reported (Figure 4), shows no cathodic
peak and an irreversible anodic peak at +1.08 V. The irrever-
sibility of this peak is most probably due to an anodic
polymerization of this substrate, which possesses the terminal
2-positions without substituents and thus free to react (2-
position is more reactive of 3-position in thiophene anodic
polymerization).l'”!

The opposite voltammetric behavior is obtained with A: no
anodic peak and one cathodic peak at —1.14 V (Figure 5).

On the bases of these results, we attribute the anodic
electroactivity to the oligothiophene core of our substrates, and

CeH
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Figure 3. Structures of A and BT2T.
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Figure 4. Cyclic voltammogram of BT2T 1x 10~ M in CH,Cl,-0.1 M Bu,NBF,.
Working electrode: GC. Reference electrode: SCE. v=0.2Vs™', T=25°C.
Potential scan: 0 to —2.0to +1.4to 0 V.
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Figure 5. S Cyclic voltammogram of ethyl 2-cyano-3-(thiophen-2-yl)acrylate
A 1x1072 M in DMF-0.1 M Et,NBF,. Working electrode: Pt. Reference
electrode: SCE. v=0.2 Vs ™', T=25°C. Potential scan: 0 to —1.4to + 1.6 to
oV.

the cathodic activity to the cyanoacrylate portion of the
molecule.

Moreover, in order to confirm the cathodic voltammetric
behavior, we carried out the cathodic reduction of TIN in DMF-
Et,NBF, solution at a potential of —1.5V (vs SCE). After 2.5 F,
usual workup gave product B in 74 % yield (Scheme 1).

Product B derived from the classical Ziegler-Thorpe
cyclization,"™® whose cathodic version was previously reported
by Utley" and Fahmy.” The proposed mechanism is depicted
in Scheme 2.

The formation of the cyclic product after cathodic reduction,
with no alteration of the oligothiophene core, confirms that the
cathodic peak is due mainly to the cyanoacrylate moiety. On
the other hand, we cannot exclude the possibility of a charge
delocalization when two EWGs are present, at least in the case
of the shorter molecule T2N, in which such a delocalization
seems active, as indicated by the reversibility of the cathodic
peak of T2N vs the irreversibility of TIN. As regards the
influence of the number of thiophene units and of alkyl chains
on the cathodic peak potential, both molecule portions have a
donor behavior and thus the increase of their number should
render more negative the cathodic potential. This effect is
confirmed by the comparison of the cathodic potentials of TIN
and BT1N (—1.10 and —1.14 V, respectively, Table 1) and of T2N
and BT2N (—0.90 and —1.12 'V, respectively, Table 1) as regards
the donor effect of the thiophene rings, and of BT4N and D8N

CgHi7 CaH
8117 817 CN i

2 N s I \__ b =

s 8 s COEt " DMF-Et,NBF,

TIN

Scheme 1. Electrochemical reduction of T1N.
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Scheme 2. Electrochemical reduction of ethyl arylcyanoacrylate.
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(vide infra) as regards the effect of the alkyl chains (—1.04 and
—1.08 V, respectively, Table 1), which is less pronounced.

With regards to the anodic behavior of our molecules, the
first anodic peak potential strongly depends on the number of
thiophene rings, decreasing with the increase of ring number,
thus confirming the donor effect of the thiophene rings. In fact,
the first oxidation peak potential varies from +1.10 V with four
thiophene rings (BT1N), to +1.26 V with three (T1IN) to >
+2.0V when only one thiophene ring is present (A), see
Table 1. Analogous trend is obtained with oligothiophene with
two EWG groups: +0.86 V for eight rings (BT6N), +0.94 V for
six rings (BT4N), +1.12 V for four rings (BT2N) and +1.40 V for
three rings (T2N), see Table 1 (although the number of alkyl
chains present in the molecules are different in this series). It is
worth noting that the first oxidation peak potential seems only
slightly influenced by the presence of a EWG group: + 1.08 V for
the tetrathiophene product BT2T and +1.10V for the same
product with a cyanoacrylate group BT1N. Also the introduction
of a second EWG group has little influence on the anodic
potential, which is +1.12 V for BT2N.

As stated above, the nature of the anodic peak (reversible
or irreversible) depends on the number of cyanoacrylate
groups, which occupy the 2-position of the terminal thiophene
rings. If this position is free, an anodic polymerization reaction
subtracts oxidized product from its reduction at the electrode,
rendering the peak irreversible. When the cyanoacrylate moiety
occupies the reactive position, polymerization is hindered, and
the peak is reversible.

Our results are in line with what reported in the literature
on similar substrates (dicyanovinyl oligothiophenes).?"

Furthermore, we carried out quantum mechanical calcula-
tions to be able to obtain the HOMO/LUMO characteristics of
some of our compounds in order to confirm our hypotheses on
their electrochemical behavior.

In particular, as regards the reversibility of the T2N
reduction process compared with the substantial irreversibility
of the same process concerning the other A—D—A type but
longer-chain compounds, we hypothesized that the presence of
the second acceptor group, only in the case of T2N which
contains a shorter central chain with respect to other
oligothiophenes (only three thiophene units), allows to stabilize
the charge acquired after the first reduction process.

For longer chain oligothiophenes (n>4) the possible
deviations from the planarity of the m system (encouraged by
the presence of octyl chains) can interrupt (partially or
completely) the conjugation within the molecule, preventing
the charge from stabilizing, thus making the radical anion
susceptible to subsequent reactions chemical and therefore, in
fact, making the reduction process irreversible.

This phenomenon is very well documented in the
literature,”? with the only difference that here, our ethyl
cyanoacrylate acceptor group, from an electrochemical point of
view, can certainly be assimilated to the dicyanovinyl group
considered in the cited article.

Quantum mechanical calculations were performed on some
of our compounds, specifically on T1N, T2N and BT2N. For TIN
and T2N (the derivatives with three thiophene units) the octyl
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chains have been replaced by methyl groups and for BT2N
(four thiophene units) the octyl chains have been replaced by
hydrogen atoms. Nevertheless, the results obtained have given
us important information and confirmations with respect to our
hypotheses and reference literature.

The HOMO/LUMO calculations for TIN and T2N, A-D and
A-D—A type oligothiophenes, respectively, confirm (see Fig-
ure S2 and S3 in the Supporting Information) that, given the
same length of the central chain, the addition of a terminal
electron acceptor group causes a greater delocalization of the
charge on the whole molecule and therefore a greater difficulty
to oxidize (E™rn) > E™(r1y) but, at the same time, a greater ease
of reduction (E"™p,y < E®qin)- As regards the reversibility of the
T2N reduction process with respect to T1N, in the same way,
the greater delocalization of the charge over the whole
molecule actually stabilizes the radical anion making it available
to the subsequent oxidation process that occurs in the reverse
sweep of the voltammetric curve.

The quantum mechanical data obtained for T2N and BT2N
(both with A—D—A structures, three and four thiophene units in
the central core, respectively) were also compared, which, as
already mentioned, do not concern the real structures of the
two compounds (with octyl chains) but of simplified structures,
with methyl groups (T2N) and hydrogen atoms (BT2N). These
data are in line with the reference literature,”® according to
which, in the absence of steric hindrances caused by bulky alkyl
chains and therefore in planarity conditions and with the same
A—D—A molecular architecture, an increase in the number of
thiophene units leads to a greater delocalization of the charge
over the whole molecule (see Figure S4 and S5 in the
Supporting Information).

Thus, in planar molecules, this leads to a stabilization that
allows for quasi-reversible reduction processes for similar
dicyanovinyl compounds containing three, four, five and six
thiophene units.”®

In our case, our hypothesis is that the presence of bulky
octyl chains, for a number of thiophene units greater than or
equal to four, leads to a torsion along the oligomeric chain and
therefore to an out-of-plane deviation, with consequent lack of
the reversibility of reduction processes.

To support this hypothesis, the fact that even the electro-
chemical bandgap (E,) is negatively influenced (thus, increased)
by a lower conjugation along the central backbone™ is
confirmed, in several cases, in our experimental data.

The presence of two octyl chains in the compound BT2N (g,
12y =202 eV)'® makes its bandgap higher than that of the
corresponding dicyanovinyl derivative (E;, =1.98 eV)*® which
has no alkyl chain. The presence of four octyl chains in the
compound BT4N (Eygran) = 1.78 €V)""® makes its bandgap higher
than that of the corresponding dicyanovinyl derivative (E;=
1.56 V)™ which has no alkyl chain, and in this case the effect
is even more pronounced, probably due to the greater number
of alkyl chains. This hypothesis seems to be supported by the
fact that the comparison between the bandgap of our two
derivatives BT6N and D8N (vide infra, Scheme 3) that, with the
same acceptor end groups and thiophene units (eight), differ
only in the number of octyl chains (six for BT6N and four for
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D8N), it is in favor (minor bandgap) of the derivative that
presents a smaller number of alkyl groups, the compound D8N
(Eqeren = 1.68 €V Vs Eypgyy = 1.58 V).[¥

Finally, confirming that for shorter-chain oligothiophenes
the presence of bulky alkyl groups has little or no effect on the
planarity of the molecule, we observe that the bandgap of our
oligothiophene T2N is even smaller (Eyry=2.08€eV)" than
that of the corresponding dicyanovinyl derivative (E;=
2.19 eV)®! which has no alkyl chain. This fact is not surprising
given that also an analogous compound, 5,5"-bi(dicyanovinyl)-
3,3"-dioctyl-2,2":5',2"-terthiophene (E;=2.14eV) which with
respect to T2N differs only in the type of electron acceptor
groups (dicyanovinyl vs ethyl cyanoacrylate), has a lower
bandgap than the corresponding dicyanovinyl derivative (E,=
2.19 eV)®*! which has no alkyl chain, highlighting, moreover, a
quasi-reversible behavior of the reduction processes regarding
5,5"-bi(dicyanovinyl)-3,3"-dioctyl-2,2": 5',2"'-terthiophene.?

In order to explore the possibility of using electrochemistry
as a synthetic tool to obtain high valuable long-chain
oligothiophenes, and to shorten at the same time the multi-
step chemical synthesis, we considered the anodic dimerization
of one of our newly synthesized oligothiophenes.

The choice fell on compound BT1N, a tetrathiophene that
possess only one acceptor end group, leaving thus free for
oxidation only a 2-position of the thiophene backbone. This
compound was chosen also in view of the very long multi-step
synthesis of the corresponding dimer.

To our knowledge, no long-chain (> 6) oligothiophene was
synthesized by the means of anodic dimerization and fully
characterized.

The anodic dimerization of BT1N (Scheme 3) gave the new
octithiophene D8N in 61 % yield (see Experimental Section).

Also this latter compound, D8N, was investigated by means
of cyclic voltammetry (Figure 6) and its electrochemical behav-
ior, not surprisingly, resembles that one possessed by the other
octithiophene BT6N, that differs from D8N only for the number
and the position of the octyl chains.

9

3. Conclusions

In this work we report electrochemical studies on a series of
new oligothiophene derivatives possessing D—A and A-D-A
molecular architectures. The number of thiophene rings, the

4019 © 2019 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

CHEM

85LB01 7 SUOLUWIOD dA11e81D) 3ot (dde 8y} Aq pauenob e Sappie YO '8sN JO SaINJ 10} AeIq1T 8UIUO /8|1 UO (SUOTHPUOD-PUR-SLLIBIIOD A8 | ARe.q Ul [Uo//SdY) SUOTPUOD PUe swie 1 8y} 88S *[5202/T0/2z] uo Aelqiauluo A8 |1m e1fe)eueIyo0D Ad 026006T0Z 2 BI/Z00T OT/I0p/W00 A 1m Aselqpuljuoadoine-Ansiweyd//sdny wouy pspeojumod ‘ST '6T0Z ‘9T2096TZ


https://doi.org/10.1002/celc.201900920

;@2 ChemPubSoc
T
-36.0 —+
-18.0
<
§. 00 —+
+18.0 -
+36.0 } + } } t
+1.0 0.0 -1.0

E/V vs. SCE

Figure 6. Cyclic voltammogram of D8N 1x 1073 M in CH,Cl,-0.1 M Bu,NBF,.
Working electrode: GC. Reference electrode: SCE. v=0.1 Vs™', T=25°C.
Potential scan: 0 to —1.3to +1.3to 0 V.

backbone of these compounds, ranges from three to eight
units, some of them carrying octyl chains for solubility reasons.
The acceptor end groups were, in all the cases, ethyl
cyanoacrylate units. The obtained results, both from voltam-
metric and electrolytic experiments, confirm the close (and
predictable) relationship between their structure and their
electrochemical behavior. In order to confirm our hypotheses
based on their electrochemical behavior, we also carried out
quantum mechanical calculations. Furthermore, an example is
given of how electrochemistry can be useful (and more environ-
mental-friendly, limiting the use of chemical reagents) as a
synthetic tool for shortening multi-step chemical syntheses.
Indeed, the synthesis of a new octithiophene derivative (D8N)
by the means of anodic dimerization of the corresponding
tetrathiophene in good yield is reported. The use of anodic
dimerization as an easier and cleaner way to obtain long-chain
fully conjugated oligothiophene derivatives is under develop-
ment in our laboratory and will be the object of a subsequent
work.

Experimental Section

General Remarks

Anhydrous N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF) and CH,Cl, were com-
mercially available and used as received. Tetraethylammonium
tetrafluoroborate and tetrabutylammonium tetrafluoroborate were
commercially available and kept under reduced pressure 12 h prior
to use. Commercially available reagents were used without further
purification. Flash column chromatography was carried out using
Merck 60 kieselgel (230-400 mesh) under pressure. 'H and *C NMR
spectra were recorded at room temperature on a Bruker AC 200
spectrometer using CDCl; as internal standard.

Voltammetric Analysis

Voltammetric measurements were performed using an Amel 552
potentiostat equipped with an Amel 566 function generator and an
Amel 563 multipurpose unit in a three-electrode cell; the curves
were displayed on an Amel 863 recorder; acquisition software was

ChemElectroChem 2019, 6, 4016-4021  www.chemelectrochem.org

CHEM
Articles

a CorrWare for Windows version 2.8d1 Scribner, elaboration
software was a CorrView for Windows version 2.8d1 Scribner or
with an Amel System 5000 electrochemical workstation. A 492/GC/
3 Amel microelectrode was employed, using a Pt wire counter
electrode and modified saturated calomel electrode as reference
electrode (mSCE: SCE with organic solvent junction; the oxidation
peak potential, on GC electrode, of ferrocene in DMF-0.1 M Et,NBF,
with this reference electrode is E .= +0.46 V).

Quantum Mechanical Calculations

First-principles calculations have been performed in the context of
state of the art Density Functional Theory (DFT) using the Quantum
Espresso suite.”” Troullier-Martins pseudopotentials®® have been
employed and all the molecules have been fully relaxed using a
plane wave basis set with an energy cutoff up to 100 Ry and a
cubic supercell ranging from 3nm to 4nm. The exchange-
correlation functional employed is the PBE scheme of the
generalized gradient approximation. The energy and force thresh-
old values have been set to E,,= 107" and F,,=10"* Ry respectively.
A Grimme-d2 dispersion correction has been applied.?””” The MO
iso-surfaces drawn have been calculated at 10% of the maximum
value of the MO probability density. The MO iso-levels have been
calculated using 15 values of the MO probability density and have
been drawn in the molecule plane.

Synthesis of Ethyl 2-cyano-3-(thiophen-2-yl)Acrylate, A

For the synthesis of ethyl 2-cyano-3-(thiophen-2-yl)acrylate A, a
literature method®® was followed, starting from thiophene-2-
carbaldehyde and ethyl cyanoacetate. The NMR spectra were in
accordance with those reported in the literature.”® RF: 0.5,
petroleum ether/ethyl acetate 90/10. '"H NMR (200 MHz, CDCls) 8.35
(s, TH), 7.84-7.79 (m, 1H), 7.26-7.21 (m, TH), 4.37 (d, J=7.1 Hz, 2H),
1.39 (t, J=7.1Hz, 3H). ®C NMR (50.3 MHz, CDCl;) 162.6, 146.6,
137.2,136.0, 135.2, 128.6, 115.7,99.3, 62.5, 14.2.

Electrochemical Reduction of Ethyl
2-Cyano-3-(3,3"-dioctyl-[2,2':5',2"-terthiophen]-5-yl)Acrylate,
TIN

Constant potential electrolysis was performed at 25°C, using an
Amel Model 552 potentiostat equipped with an Amel Model 731
integrator. The experiment was carried out in a divided glass cell
separated through a porous glass plug filled up with a layer of gel
(i.e., methyl cellulose 0.5%vol dissolved in DMF-Et,NBF,
1.0 moldm—); Pt spirals (apparent area 0.8 cm?) were used as both
cathode and anode. DMF-Et,;NBF, 0.1 moldm™ was used as
solvent-supporting electrolyte system (catholyte: 5 cm’ anolyte:
3 ¢cm’), under nitrogen atmosphere; containing 0.15 mmol of 2-
cyano-3-(3,3"-dioctyl-[2,2":5',2""-terthiophen]-5-yl)acrylate TIN. The
electrolysis potential was —1.5 V (vs mSCE). The electrolysis stopped
after 37 C (2.5 F), and it was kept under stirring at rT for 12 hours.
Usual workup and flash column chromatography (eluent: petroleum
ether/ethyl acetate 90/10) gave diethyl 2-amino-3-cyano-4,5-bis
(3”,4-dioctyl-[2,2':5',2"-terthiophen]-5-yl)cyclopent-1-ene-1,3-dicar-
boxylate B (>90% trans isomer) in 74% yield.

Diethyl 2-Amino-3-cyano-4,5-bis
(3,3"-dioctyl-[2,2':5",2"-terthiophen]-5-yl)
cyclopent-1-ene-1,3-dicarboxylate, B

trans isomer: brownish oil (RF: 0.5, petroleum ether/ethyl acetate
80/20). 'H NMR (200 MHz, CDCl;) 7.18 (d, J=2.4 Hz, 1H), 7.16 (d, J=
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2.4 Hz, 1H), 7.05 (s, 2H), 7.03-6.92 (m, 5H), 6.69 (s, 1H), 6.0 (bs, 2H),
4.64 (d, J=7.8Hz, 1H), 450-4.34 (m, 2H), 434 (d, J=7.8Hz, 1H),
4.27-3.96 (m, 2H), 2.81-2.65 (m, 8H), 1.65-1.57 (m, 8H), 1.41 (t, J=
7.2 Hz, 3H), 1.37-1.13 (m, 40H), 1.10 (t, J=7.1 Hz, 3H), 0.90-0.84 (m,
12H). *C NMR (50.3 MHz, CDCl,) 8, 166.4, 164.5, 151.2, 144.6, 139.7,
139.6, 139.4, 138.9, 136.4, 136.2, 135.7, 135.6, 135.6, 130.7, 1304,
130.3, 130.0, 128.8, 128.2, 126.1, 126.0, 1259, 1254, 123.7, 123.6,
114.5, 1014, 64.5, 60.1, 59.8, 53.8, 48.6, 31.9, 31.8, 30.7, 30.6, 30.5,
29.5,29.5,29.4,29.3, 29.2, 22.6, 14.1.

Anodic Dimerization of Ethyl (E)-2-cyano-3-(3,3"'-dioctyl
[2,2':5,2":5",2""-quaterthiophen]-5-yl)acrylate, BTTN

Experimental Constant potential electrolysis was performed at
25°C, using an Amel Model 552 potentiostat equipped with an
Amel Model 731 integrator. The experiment was carried out in a
divided glass cell separated through a porous glass plug filled up
with a layer of gel (i.e., methyl cellulose 0.5% vol dissolved in DMF-
Et,NBF, 1.0 moldm™); Pt spirals (apparent area 0.8 cm?) were used
as both cathode and anode. CH,Cl,-Et,NBF, 0.1 moldm~ was used
as solvent-supporting electrolyte system (catholyte: 5 cm? anolyte:
5 cm’), under nitrogen atmosphere; containing 0.075 mmol of ethyl
2-cyano-3-(3,3""-dioctyl-[2,2":5',2":5",2""-quaterthiophen]-5-yl)
acrylate BT1N. The electrolysis potential was + 1.2 V (vs mSCE). The
electrolysis stopped after 10 C (1.4 F). Usual workup and flash
column chromatography (eluent: petroleum ether/dichloromethane
50/50) gave diethyl 3,3'-(3,3",3"""" ,4""-tetraoctyl-
[2,2":5',2":5",2""" 5", 2" : 5" 2" . 5 21 5 21 octithio-
phenel-5,5""""-diyl)(2E,2'E)-bis(2-cyano-acrylate) D8N in 61 % yield.

Diethyl 3,3'-(3,3"",3"""""",4""-Tetraoctyl-[2,2':5,2":5",2"": 5",
25", 2" 5,2 5 2" - octithiophene]-5,5""""'-diyl)
(2E,2'E)-bis(2-cyano-acrylate), D8N

Dark violet solid with green metallic reflections, m.p.: 175-177°C.
'H NMR (CDCl;) & (ppm): 0.89 (12H, m), 1.27 (46H, m), 1.67 (8H, m),
2.84 (8H, m), 4.35 (4H, q, J/=7.2 Hz), 7.19 (10H, m), 7.59 (2H, s), 8.22
(2H, s). ®C NMR (CDCl;) & (ppm): 14.27, 14.38, 22.83, 29.41, 29.51,
29.59, 29.71, 29.85, 30.27, 32.04, 62.57, 97.85, 116.19, 124.33, 124.87,
126.53, 126.87, 128.78, 129.50, 133.08, 133.50, 136.12, 139.54,
140.69, 140.98, 146.10, 163.17. IR v,,, (cm™") (solid): 2919, 2849,
2214,1711, 1576, 1418, 1240, 1172, 1084, 777.
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