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La terza serie di « Res publica litterarum - Studies in Classical Tradition », 
edita dalla RomaTrE-Press sotto gli auspici del Dipartimento di Studi Uma-
nistici del medesimo Ateneo, torna a essere affiancata da una collana di 
studi e ricerche, come l’aveva concepita il suo fondatore Sesto Prete quando 
insegnava all’Università del Kansas.

I Quaderni intendono coprire tutti gli ambiti di interesse di « Res publica 
litterarum » con interventi piú ampi e approfonditi di quanto non consenta-
no i limiti di un articolo su rivista, ma con il medesimo rigore metodologico 
assicurato dalla peer review: gli autori e le opere della classicità greco-romana 
e i continuatori medievali e umanistici, spesso legati gli uni agli altri da espli-
citi rapporti di derivazione, da puntuali riprese formali e contenutistiche o 
semplicemente da sottili trame allusive e giochi emulativi; i monumenti e 
le testimonianze storiche, epigrafiche e documentarie di carattere giuridico, 
socio-politico o artistico, necessari per ricostruire e comprendere, insieme 
alle vicende dei popoli, le trasformazioni linguistiche e gli orizzonti lettera-
ri; la tradizione grammaticale in età ellenistica e a Roma e il suo contributo 
all’evoluzione della scuola e dell’insegnamento; il rapporto dialettico tra 
letteratura e produzione tecnico-scientifica; le mutevoli sorti di sopravvi-
venza o fortuna, trasmissione e ricezione dei testi nel corso dei secoli; la 
storia della filologia e degli studi greco-latini; la presenza e l’attualità dell’an-
tico nel mondo contemporaneo.

Aperta a collaboratori e a lettori di tutto il mondo, plurilingue e open ac-
cess, garantita da un comitato scientifico internazionale di altissimo livello, la 
collana accoglie edizioni critiche, monografie e miscellanee, atti di conve-
gno e relazioni di scavo: tipologie librarie orientate in vario modo alla co-
struzione di una condivisa e transdisciplinare res publica della cultura.
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Quest’opera è assoggettata alla disciplina Creative Commons attribution 4.0 
International License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) che impone l’attribuzione della 
paternità dell’opera, proibisce di alterarla, trasformarla o usarla per produrre 
un’altra opera, e ne esclude l’uso per ricavarne un profitto commerciale.

L’attività della 

U n i v e r s i t à  d e g l i  S t u d i  R o m a  T r e
D i p a r t i m e n t o  d i  S t u d i  U m a n i s t i c i

a cura di 

PAOLO D’ALESSANDRO 
E ANGELO LUCERI

prefazione di
MASSIMILIANO FIORUCCI

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2024

QUA DER N I  • 2

DOCTISSIMUS 
ANTIQUITATIS PERSCRUTATOR

STUDI LATINI IN ONORE DI MARIO DE NONNO

 è svolta nell’ambito della Fondazione Roma Tre-
Education, piazza della Repubblica 10, 00185 Roma 

dicembre 2025
979-12-5977-293-0

Roma, dicembre 2025
ISBN: 979-12-5977-565-8
http://romatrepress.uniroma3.it

Pierfrancesco Porena
Casella di testo
DOI: 10.13134/979-12-5977-565-8  



IX

CONTENTS

Pierfrancesco Porena, Introduction	 1

Abbreviations	 8

	 1.	 Inscription in honour of Diocletian Aug. from Oescus by the praet. prefects 
Hannibalianus and Asclepiodotus (289/291 AD) - E. Angius	 11

	 2.	 Inscription in honour of Constantius I Caes. from Brixia by the praet. pre- 
fects Asclepiodotus and Hermogenianus (296/298 AD) - E. Angius	 16

	 3.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of Maximian Aug. from the Roman  
Forum by two praet. prefects (298/305 AD) - P. Porena	 21

	 4.	 Inscription (1) in honour of Maxentius from the Roman Forum by his  
praet. prefect Rusticianus (310/311 AD) - E. Angius	 27

	 5.	 Inscription (2) in honour of Maxentius from the Roman Forum by his  
praet. prefect Rusticianus (310/311 AD) - E. Angius	 31

	 6.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a tetrarchic Caesar (Maximinus  
Daia?) from Perinthus Heraclea by a praet. prefect (307/308 AD) -  
P. Porena	 35

	 7.	 Constantine’s ‘Quinquennalia’ medallion possibly engraved by his praet.  
prefect Vitalianus (310 AD) - P. Porena	 42

	 8.	 Inscription for Constantine and Licinius celebrating the reconstruction of 
Tropaeum Traiani supervised by the praet. prefects Petronius Annianus  
and Iulius Iulianus (314/315 AD) - E. Angius	 46

	 9.	 Inscription in honour of Crispus Caes. from Ephesus by the praet. prefects 
Petronius Annianus and Iulius Iulianus (317, 326 AD) - E. Angius	 51

	 10.	 Inscription in honour of Iunius Bassus Theotecnius from Aqua Viva (Fa- 
lerii Novi) mentioning his father’s praet. prefecture (364 AD) - P. Porena	 55

	 11.	 Fragment of inscription mentioning probably Iunius Bassus praet. prefect  
from Tarracina (318/334 AD) - P. Porena	 64

	 12.	 Inscription (1) in honour of Constantine Aug. from Ancyra by his praet.  
prefect Fl. Constantius (324/327 AD) - E. Angius	 68

	 13.	 Inscription (2) in honour of Constantine Aug. from Ancyra by his praet.  
prefect Fl. Constantius (324/327 AD) - E. Angius	 73

	 14.	 Building inscription celebrating a construction in the Aila harbour (Palae- 
stina), undertaken by Constantine and supervised by his praet. prefect Fl. 
Constantius (324/326 AD) - E. Angius	 76

	 15.	 Greek dedicatory epigram of the Great Church of Antioch built by Con- 



X

stantine under the supervision of his praet. prefect Fl. Constantius (325/ 
327 AD) - E. Angius 80

16. Building inscription of the Aïn Rchine arch (Proconsularis) under the su-
pervision of the collegium of five praet. prefects (332 AD) - E. Angius	 85

17. Inscription in honour of Constantine II Caes. (in Latin) from Tubernuc
by the collegium of five praet. prefects (Antioch’s twin inscr.) (336 AD) -
E. Angius 90

18. Inscription in honour of Constantine II Caes. (in Greek) from Antioch by
the collegium of five praet. prefects (Tubernuc’s twin inscr.) (336 AD) -
E. Angius 94

19. Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect C. Caelius Saturninus ‘signo’
Dogmatius from Rome by his son C. Caelius Urbanus (334/336 AD) -
E. Angius 99

20. Inscription in honour of Fabia Aconia Paulina from Rome, mentioning
her father, the former praet. prefect Catullinus, and her husband, the praet.
prefect Praetextatus (384/387 AD) - P. Porena 103

21. Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect Antonius
Marcellinus by the ‘boulè’ of Gortyn (340/342 AD) - E. Angius 117

22. Inscription in honour of Constans Aug. from Augusta Traiana by the col- 
legium of three praet. prefects (341/342 AD) - E. Angius 122

23. Two fragments of prefectural letters (in Greek) from Delphi addressed to
the Apollo’s priest Felicianus by the collegium of three praet. prefects (342/
344 AD) - E. Angius 127

24. Bronze statue base in honour of the praet. prefect Domitius Leontius de- 
creed by the Council of Phoenicia and made by the ‘ordo’ of Berytus with
imperial permission (344 AD) - E. Angius 133

25. Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Furius Baburius Caecilianus Pla- 
cidus from Puteoli by the ‘Regio Palatina’ (343/346 AD) - E. Angius	 138

26. Bilingual epitaph in Latin (a) and Greek (b) hexameters of the praet. pre- 
fect Maiorinus from Bus ≤r al-Hariri (Syria) by his nephew (346/365 AD)
- E. Angius 144

27. Gilded statue base from Chytri (Cyprus) in honour of the praet. prefect
Fl. Philippus by Constantius II Aug. and Gallus Caes. (352 AD) -
E. Angius 153

28. Copy of a letter by Constantius II Aug. to Marinus (‘vicarius Asianae’?)
from Ephesus ordering that a series of gilded statues be erected in honour
of the praet. prefect Fl. Philippus (352 AD) - E. Angius 161

29. Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Philippus by the ‘bou- 
lè’ of Perge (352 AD) - E. Angius 171

contents



XI

	30.	 Monumental Greek inscription on the architrave of the Theatre of Hiera- 
polis (Phrygia) commemorating its restoration supervised by the praet. pre- 
fect Fl. Philippus (352 AD) - E. Angius	 174

	 31.	 Speech of Constantius II Aug. to the Senate of Constantinople containing  
a request to erect a series of gilded statues in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. 
Philippus (frr. from Perge) (352 AD) - P. Porena	 181

	 32.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Vulcacius Rufinus set up in the 
vestibule of his ‘domus’ in Rome by the people of Ravenna (347/352 AD)  
- E. Angius	 204

	 33.	 Inscription celebrating the enlargement of the ‘horrea’ in Savaria by the  
praet. prefect Vulcacius Rufinus (346/350 AD) - E. Angius	 212

	34.	 Fragmentary inscription relating to building works in Portus (Ostia) pro- 
bably made by the praet. and urban prefect Ulpius Limenius (347/349  
AD) - P. Porena	 217

	 35.	 Greek Inscription in honour of a praet. prefect of Constantius II Aug. and  
Julian Caes. by the region of Batanea (Phoenices Libanensis) (358/360  
AD) - P. Porena	 223

	36.	 Dedication of an altar for the Magna Mater and Attis in Rome by the  
son of the praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ Lampadius  
(390 AD) - E. Angius	 229

	37.	 Inscription commemorating the restoration of the Baths of Caracalla su- 
pervised by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 237

	 38.	 Inscription from the Baths of Caracalla in honour of the emperor Valenti- 
nian I by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 242

	39.	 Inscription commemorating the restoration of the ‘Castellum Aquae Clau- 
diae’ in Rome by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus  
‘signo’ Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 247

	40.	 Dionysus’ statue base from ‘Attideum’ at Ostia (Rome) by the former praet.  
prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ Lampadius (365/377 AD)  
- E. Angius	 252

	 41.	 Inscription from Ostia (Rome) commemorating the restoration of thirteen  
bridges by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 258

	42.	 Inscription of a public building burned down in Paphos (Cyprus) then  
restored by the praet. prefect Strategius Musonianus (354/358 AD) -  
E. Angius	 264

	43.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Strategius Musonianus  

contents



XII

by the ‘boulè’ and the ‘dêmos’ of Hierapolis (Phrygia) (354/358 AD) -  
E. Angius	 271

	44.	 Greek inscription on the architrave of the ‘Dodekatheon’ of Hierapolis 
(Phrygia) commemorating a restoration supervised by the praet. prefect  
Strategius Musonianus (354/355 AD) - E. Angius	 275

	45.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Q. Fl. Maesius Egnatius Lollia- 
nus ‘signo’ Mavortius by his son Placidus Severus and his daughter-in-law 
Antonia Marcianilla from his ‘domus’ on the Aventine hill (Rome) (355/ 
356 AD) - E. Angius	 281

	46.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the praet.  
prefect Fl. Taurus rehabilitated by the emperors Valentinian I and Valens 
(364/367 AD) - E. Angius	 288

	47.	 Greek inscription in honour of Hilarion, wife of the praet. prefect Vindaeo- 
nius Anatolius, by the ‘boulè’ of Perge (357/360 AD) - E. Angius	 295

	48.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the former  
praet. prefect Fl. Eugenius rehabilitated by Constantius II Aug. and Julian  
Caes. (355/360 AD) - P. Porena	 302

	49.	 Inscription of the emperor Julian on the ‘cursus publicus’ from Iulia Con- 
cordia made by the praet. prefect Claudius Mamertinus (362/363 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 313

	50.	 Inscription in honour of the emperor Julian from Ancyra by the praet. pre- 
fect Secundus Salutius (362 AD) - A. Bernier	 319

	 51.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the praet.  
prefect Secundus Salutius by Valentinian I and Valens (366/367 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 323

	 52.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Secundus Salutius by the  
‘boulè’ of Pisidian Antioch (367/368 AD) - A. Bernier	 328

	 53.	 Julian’s constitution (CTh I 16, 8) addressed to the praet. prefect Secundus 
Salutius and fragments of the prefectorial edict from Amorgos (362 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 332

	54.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Sallustius from Trajan’s Fo- 
rum (Rome) by the provincials of Hispaniae (364 AD) - A. Bernier	 341

	 55.	 Burial inscription for Maximilla from Rome made by Lucceia, daughter  
of the praet. prefect Viventius (389 AD) - A. Bernier	 346

	56.	 Fragmentary constitution of Valentinian I addressed to the praet. prefect  
Probus from Trinitapoli (Apulia, Italy) (368/375 AD) - P. Porena	 353

	57.	 Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect Pro- 
bus from Athens by the ‘proconsul’ An(a)tolius (368/382 AD) - P. Po- 
rena	 372

contents



XIII

	 58.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Gortyn de- 
creed by the Cretan ‘koinòn’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Aristides (372/ 
375 AD) - P. Porena	 381

	59.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome (Pincio) ma- 
de by the Council of Venetia and Histria (378 AD) - P. Porena	 391

	60.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Capua made by the  
city ‘regiones’ and ‘collegia’ (381/383 AD) - P. Porena	 413

	 61.	 Greek inscription in honour of the former praet. prefect Probus from Gor- 
tyn decreed by the ‘boulè’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Asclepiodotus (382/ 
383 AD) - P. Porena	 426

	62.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Tra- 
jan’s Forum in Rome (384/390 AD) - P. Porena	 438

	63.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Verona (385/390  
AD) - P. Porena	 448

	64.	 Burial verse inscription of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome (St. Peter’s 
basilica) (390/394 AD) - P. Porena	 465

	65.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome by his sons  
Anicius Probinus and Anicius Probus (395/405 AD) - P. Porena	 484

	66.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome by his son  
Anicius Hermogenianus Olybrius and by his daughter-in-law Anicia Iu- 
liana (395/405 AD) - P. Porena	 492

	67.	 Inscription in honour of Valentinian I, Valens and Gratian from Cherson  
by the praet. prefect Domitius Modestus (370/375 AD) - A. Bernier	 500

	68.	 Greek inscription relating to building works in Nakida (Nig̈de, Cappa- 
docia) made by the praet. prefect Domitius Modestus (370/377 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 506

	69.	 Fragmentary inscription commemorating a restoration in Aquileia super- 
vised by a praet. prefect, likely Decimius Hilarianus Hesperius (379 AD)  
- A. Bernier	 510

	70.	 Inscription in honour of Tyrrania Anicia Iuliana, wife of the praet. prefect  
Q. Clodius Hermogenianus Olybrius, from Rome (379/395 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 521

	 71.	 Opisthographic collar of a slave of the praet. prefect Q. Clodius Hermo- 
genianus Olybrius from one of his properties in Rome (377/378 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 530

	72.	 Another opisthographic collar of a slave of the praet. prefect Q. Clodius 
Hermogenianus Olybrius from one of his properties in Rome (377/378  
AD) - A. Bernier	 536

	73.	 Greek inscription in honour of the former praet. prefect Fl. Hypatius from 

contents



XIV

Gortyn, decreed by the Cretan ‘koinòn’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Ascle-
piodotus (382/383 AD) - P. Porena	 542

	74.	 ‘Tabella immunitatis’ of the former praet. prefect Postumianus from Rome 
(384/400 AD) - A. Bernier	 552

	75.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Maternus Cynegius from Alexan- 
dria (Aegyptus) by Theodosius and Arcadius (384/387 AD) - A. Bernier	 558

	76.	 Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect or the ‘vi- 
carius’ Aphthonius decreed by the ‘boulè’ of Gortyn and made by (the  
‘consularis’?) Aristides (376/377 AD) - P. Porena	 564

	77.	 Funerary altar of the praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Praetextatus and of his  
wife Aconia Paulina, from Rome (384/385 AD) - P. Porena	 571

	78.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Vettius Agorius 
Praetextatus from the Roman Forum (384/385 AD) - P. Porena	 597

	79.	 Inscription in honour of the deceased praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Prae- 
textatus from Rome (Pal. Altemps) (387 AD) - P. Porena	 606

	80.	 Inscription in honour of the deceased praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Praetexta- 
tus from Rome (Pal. Massimo alle Colonne) (384/450 AD) - P. Porena	 619

	 81.	 Greek translation of a constitution of Valentinian II addressed to the praet.  
prefect Principius from Anaia (Asia) (386/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 642

	82.	 Greek inscription in honour of Honorius from Aphrodisias by the praet.  
prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 653

	 83.	 Greek inscription in honour of Arcadius from Aphrodisias by the praet.  
prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 660

	84.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II from Aphrodisias by the  
praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 666

	 85.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II, Theodosius I, Arcadius, Ho- 
norius from Side by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 672

	86.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II, Theodosius I, Arcadius,  
Honorius from Antinoupolis by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus 
(388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 677

	87.	 Greek (verse?) inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Ta- 
tianus from Sidyma (391/400 AD) - G. Franceschini	 683

	88.	 Greek inscription from Myra (Lycia) on (weights and) measures on the  
model established by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 699

	89.	 Greek verse inscription in honour of Proculus, son of the praet. prefect Fl. 
Eutolmius Tatianus, at the mouth of the River Lycus (Phoenicia) (382/ 
383 AD) - G. Franceschini	 712

contents



XV

	90.	 Greek inscription commemorating the works on the Canopus canal (Ae- 
gyptus) carried out by the will of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus 
(388/390 AD) - G. Franceschini	 722

	 91.	 Greek verse inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Ta- 
tianus from Aphrodisias by a descendant of the same name (rehabilitation) 
(430/450 AD) - G. Franceschini	 731

	92.	 Posthumous inscription in honour of Virius Nicomachus Flavianus senior  
former praet. prefect from Rome by Q. Fabius Memmius Symmachus (402  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 744

	93.	 Posthumous inscription rehabilitating the praet. prefect Virius Nicoma- 
chus Flavianus senior from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) by Appius Nicoma- 
chus Dexter (431 AD) - G. Franceschini	 754

	94.	 ‘Locum’ in the Flavian Amphitheatre in Rome reserved to the praet. pre- 
fect Virius Nicomachus Flavianus senior (380/394 AD) - G. France- 
schini	 774

	95.	 Burial inscription of Saturninus, ‘centenarius’ in the office of the praet. prefec- 
ture of Illyricum, from Concordia Sagittaria (376/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 778

	96.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a praet. prefect from the Roman Fo- 
rum (400/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 783

	97.	 Inscription in honour of a praet. prefect decreed by the ‘ordo’ and people of  
Leptis Magna (330/400 AD) - A. Bernier	 793

	98.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a praet. prefect from Trajan’s Forum  
in Rome (340/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 799

	99.	 Fragments of a monumental inscription in honour of a ruler by a praet. pre- 
fect, found in the Roman Forum (312/337 AD?) - A. Bernier	 805

	100.	Fragmentary inscription in honour of a ruler from Berytus by a praet. pre- 
fect (340/345?) - A. Bernier	 811

	101.	 Fragmentary Greek inscription in honour of a praet. prefect by the ‘boulè’  
and the ‘dêmos’ of Laodicea on the Lycos (284/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 818

Bibliography	 823

Prosopographical Index, by Andrea Bernier

	 i.	 Praetorian Prefects mentioned in the Greek or Latin text of  
PPRET inscriptions	 939

	 ii.	 Praetorian Prefects not mentioned in the Greek or Latin text  
of PPRET inscriptions	 941

	 iii.	Other civil, military and ecclesiastical dignitaries	 942

contents



372

57

GREEK INSCRIPTION IN ELEGIAC DISTICHS 
HONOURING THE PRAET. PREFECT PROBUS FROM 

ATHENS BY THE PROCONSUL AN(A)TOLIUS

Editions: Köhler 1870, p. 133 (diplomatic edition); Dittenberger 1878, p. 133, 
nr. 639 (diplomatic edition); Kaibel 1878, pp. 371 f., nr. 902; Cougny 1890, 
p. 49, nr. 305; IG II-III/2, pars III/1, nr. 4226; Groag 1946, p. 57; Robert 
1948, pp. 53-55 (= AE 1949, 222; BE 1949, 56); Sironen 1994, pp. 30 f., nr. 14 
(cf. SEG XLII (1992), 238; BE 1995, 250); Sironen 1997, pp. 69 f., nr. 13; IG 
II-III/2, pars V, nr. 13275

Links: IG II/III2 13275; ICG 1861; LSA 1; PH 6513; TM 792227
Plre: I, pp. 736-40
Praetorian prefects: Sextus Claudius Petronius Probus
Date of the inscription: 368/382 AD

Provenance and location

Ancient city: Athenae. Modern city: Athens (Greece). Province: Achaia. 
Diocese: Macedonia. Regional prefecture: Italia Illyricum Africa.

Provenance: the inscription was found in 1869 on a private property 
(Gaspari) in the Plaka, North of the Tower of the Winds (Aerides, or « Ho
rologium Kiristi » - Roman Agora, Athens). Current location: unknown 
(lost). Ancient location: public space (East-side of the Roman Agora).

Type and material of the support and text layout

Type of support: columnar base. Material: marble.
Reuse of the inscribed field: yes. Reuse of the monument: uncertain. 

Opistographic: no.
Dimensions of support: Height: unknown. Diameter: unknown. Di-

mensions of letters: unknown.
Inscribed field: One epigraphic field, now lost. Inscribed on the convex 

surface of the columnar base. The first editor reported traces of an earlier 
inscription on the upper right-hand side. Undamaged.

Writing technique: chiselled. Language: Greek. Rhythm: poetry (one 
elegiac distich). Palaeography: unknown (no images available).

http://telota.bbaw.de/ig/digitale-edition/inschrift/IG II_III%C2%B2 13275
https://icg.uni-kiel.de/icg/ICG_webapp/inscription/show/1861
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-1
https://inscriptions.packhum.org/text/6513
https://www.trismegistos.org/text/792227
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Text category: Honorary inscription for the praetorian prefect Petronius 
Probus

Greek text

1-2	(Verse 1)	 Eἰκόνι χαλκείῃ σε Πρόβον | τὸν ὕπαρχον Ἀθήναις
3	 (Verse 2)		  Ἀντόλιος <στῆ>σεν Ἑλλάδος ἀνθύπατος.

Critical edition

Edition based on IG II-III/2, pars V, nr. 13275.
3: ΑΝΤΟΛΙΟΣΣΕΝ, on the stone; σ(τῆσ)εν, Robert 1948; σ<τῆσ>εν, IG II-III/2, 

pars III/1, nr. 4226, Sironen 1994 and 1997

Translations

– English (Sironen 1997, p. 70): « The Proconsul of Hellas Anatolius set you up, 
Prefect Probus, at Athens in a statue made of bronze ».

– French: « Par une statue en bronze, toi, ô Probus, préfet, à Athènes Anatolius, 
le proconsul de l’Hellas, a élevé ».

– Italian: « Con una statua in bronzo, te, o Probus, prefetto, ad Atene Anatolius, 
proconsole dell’Ellade, ha elevato ».

(German translation by K. Hallof in IG II/III2 13275)

The inscription and its prefects: critical commentary, updating, 
overviews

The inscription was found in 1869 in the Plaka district in the center of 
Athens on the private property of the Gaspari family. According to the ed-
itor, the German epigraphist U. Köhler (1838-1903), the findspot was located 
North of the Tower of the Winds (Aerides, or Horologion of Andronikos 
of Kyrrhos, or « Horologium Kiristi »; see Saladino 2012) on the eastern side 
of the Roman Agora. The inscription was chiselled on the convex surface of 
a columnar statue-base. Köhler was probably the only person to see the in-
scription, which has since disappeared. He states that he could read traces of 
an earlier inscription on the upper right-hand part of the epigraphic field 
(where the remains of the word νόμοι were readable). It is possible that the 
epigraphic support, a reused column drum, had already been used to en-

http://telota.bbaw.de/ig/digitale-edition/inschrift/IG II_III%C2%B2 13275
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grave an earlier inscription (on these types of supports, which were wide-
spread in the Greek-speaking area of the late Empire, see Bigi 2020).

The inscription is composed of a single elegiac distich, engraved on three 
lines. On line 3 the pentameter is irregular. The name of the dedicator, 
Ἀντόλιος, is a hapax, instead of Ἀνατόλιος, and the second α is suppressed to 
avoid the tribrach rhythm. The following verb <στῆ>σεν, is a sigmatic aorist 
without augmentation of the verb ἴστημι, used in the homeric epos in place 
of ἔστησε; curiously in our inscription the verbal theme does not appear. 
The first editor (Köhler 1870, p. 133) believes that the three letters στῆ were 
omitted by the stone cutter by mistake. Nachmanson (1910, p. 118) believes 
that the verb was reduced voluntarily as a contraction. Whatever the case, 
the syllable στῆ of the verb στῆσεν is necessary not only for the understand-
ing of the text, but also for the establishment of the correct metric of the 
pentameter.

The dedicator of our elegiac distich in Athens is Anatolius, proconsul 
Achaiae (l. 3: Ἑλλάδος ἀνθύπατος, on this titulature, cf. Corsten 1997, in par-
ticular p. 119). He directly addresses the recipient Probus (σε Πρόβον | τὸν 
ὕπαρχον, ll. 1-2) who is present in the form of a bronze statue (εἰκόνι χαλκείῃ, 
l. 1; on honorary statues in the Roman Agora of Athens, cf. Deligiannakis 
2013, pp. 114-25; Dillon 2018; Dillon 2021). Private individuals, dignitaries 
and public institutions all needed the emperor’s permission in order to put 
up a bronze statue in a public space. In our inscription from Athens the 
permission is not mentioned (see Feissel 1984, pp. 545-58; for bronze statues 
in honour of praetorian prefects with imperial permission, see PPRET 24, 
54, 58. For references to gilded bronze statues in honour of praetorian pre-
fects, erected in prestigious public spaces in this period [sub auro, inaurata, 
auro condecorata], see PPRET 27, 28, 31, 46, 48, 51). If, as it seems, the monu-
ment comes from the Roman Agora, the proconsul may have had a personal 
monument placed there (as a personal client of Probus?) with the permis-
sion of the Athenian city authorities.

Although the dedicator’s name, Anatolius (see PLRE I, p. 61), was a com-
mon one in the late empire, it can be associated with the proconsul Achaiae, 
who received three elegiac distichs from the city of Sparta, for his commit-
ment to helping the community after the earthquake, dated by historians to 
375 AD (cf. Zos. IV 18, 2; Avramea 1997, pp. 41-51; Cartledge, Spawforth 
20022, p. 113). The epigram was chiselled on a reused columnar base that was 
found close to the theatre (Woodward 1925-26, pp. 245-47, nr. 35 = AE 1929, 
23 = SEG XI (1954), 773 = Groag 1946, pp. 57 f. = Robert 1948, p. 63 = Feissel 
1985b, p. 288, nr. 26 = LSA 357):

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret24.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret54.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret58.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret27.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret28.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret31.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret46.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret48.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret51.html
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-357
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	 Ἀντολ̣[ί]η̣ πολύολβε, | σέθεν καλὸν οὔνομα | ἔδεκτο |
		  ἀνθύπατον Ῥώμης | ἄνθος ἐϋκτιμένης. |
	 Ὡς ἀγαθὸς γὰρ ἐὼν πάν|των ἀπὸ κῆρας ἐρύκει |
		  Σπάρτην τ’ εὔανδρον τεῦ|ξεν ἐρειπομένην, |
	 ἣ δῶκεν ἄγαλμ(α) κατὰ | πτόλιν ἄγχι Λυκούργου, |
		  ὄφρα πέλοιτο βροτοῖς | αἰὲν ἀοιδότατος.

« Wealthy Anatolia, from thee the proconsular flower of well-built Rome received 
his fair name. Being so good he saved Sparta, abounding in good men and true, from 
every grief, when it happened that she lay in ruins. She (Sparta) gave him a statue in 
the city, close to (that of) Lykourgos, so that he be always most famous to the peo-
ple ». (transl. U. Gehn LSA 357)

The proconsulate of Achaia held by Anatolius in 375 AD could well 
coincide with one of the four praetorian prefectures of the honoured per-
sonage, Probus (Πρόβον, l. 1). Since the edition of Symmachus’ letters, pub-
lished in 1883 by O. Seeck (p. xcix), the ὕπαρχος Probus, honoured in the 
monument of the Athenian Agora, is identified with Sex. Petronius Pro-
bus, who was the most important senator of the second half of the 4th 
Century AD. Born around 328/332 AD, after being nominated to the quaes-
tura and the praetura in Rome, he was made proconsul of Africa in 358 AD, 
ordinary consul in 371 AD and praetorian prefect of Italia-Illyricum-Africa, 
Illyricum, Gaul, attaining this position four times between 364 AD and 387 
AD (this is the most extensive chronology proposed by the modern histo-
rians); he died sometime between 388 and 392 AD (see in brief, Jones 1964b, 
pp. 85-87, scheme pp. 88 f.; similarly PLRE I, pp. 736-40, and scheme pp. 
1050 f.; Pergami 1995, pp. 417-23; Lizzi Testa 2004, pp. 316-19; for an analysis 
of his career, see Porena 2023a, pp. 129-216, and PPRET 59). Petronius Pro-
bus is attested as praetorian prefect during and at the end of his career in 11 
inscriptions (besides this one, see PPRET 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66), 
as well as being cited in numerous literary texts and as many as 46 consti-
tutions from the Theodosian and Justinian Codes (source list in PLRE I, 
pp. 736-40; Porena 2020c). Unfortunately, the data provided from such a 
large number of sources does not always concord. While it is certain that 
Petronius Probus was proconsul of Africa in 358 AD (CTh XI 36, 13, on 
June 23rd; CIL VIII 1783) and ordinary consul with Gratian Augustus (iter-
um) in 371 AD (CLRE, pp. 276 f.), the chronology, sequence and adminis-
trative geography of his four praetorian prefectures is difficult to recon-
struct and opinions are divided.

To sum up, we can say that two chronologies and two extensions of the 

http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-357
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret58.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret56.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret62.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret63.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret64.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret65.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret66.html
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prefectures of Probus are possible: 1) a ‘backward-looking chronology’ in an 
Empire divided into three major praetorian prefectures (Galliae, Italia-Illy-
ricum-Africa, Oriens); 2) a ‘forward-looking chronology’ in an Empire di-
vided into four praetorian prefectures (Galliae, Italia-Illyricum-Africa, au-
tonomous Illyricum, Oriens).

The prevailing reconstruction today is the ‘backward-looking chronol-
ogy’ based on an Empire divided into three praetorian prefectures, that 
was proposed by Jones 1964b and PLRE. According to this interpretation, 
in the second half of the 4th Century there was only one major praetorian 
prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa, particularly in the years 381-392 AD, 
next to the praetorian prefectures of Gaul and the East. Thus Probus 
would have held a first short praetorian prefecture of Illyricum in 364 AD 
(CTh I 29, 1), a second short praetorian prefecture of Gaul in 366 AD (CTh 
XI 1, 15), and a long third praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa 
in the years 368-375/376 AD. The latter prefecture is attested by the Pincio 
inscription, which was dedicated on August 8th 378 AD (PPRET 59, but 
strangely the office is listed without iteration), and would have been fol-
lowed with a fourth short praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa 
in 383 AD. This series of offices is chronologically compatible with the 
order of the four prefectures listed in the Verona inscription (PPRET 63), 
but obliges us to correct the dates of the constitutions of the Law Codes 
for the period 380-384 AD, in which Probus is reported to be in office as 
praetorian prefect overlapping with the six/seven other prefects of Ita-
lia-Illyricum-Africa. It contradicts the account of Ammianus, who de-
scribes Probus holding the prefecture continuously from 368 AD owards 
(intervallando potestates adsiduas, Amm. XXVII 11 and Amm. XXX 5). This 
chronology incorporates Probus’ first three praetorian prefectures during 
the reign of Valentinian I, and assumes only one short praetorian prefec-
ture of two months in 383 AD in the last thirteen years of the senator’s 
career (376/388 AD).

Chronology:
1st praetorian prefecture over Illyricum in 364 AD, appointed by 

Valentinian I
2nd praetorian prefecture over Galliae in 366 AD, appointed by Valentin-

ian I
3rd praetorian prefecture over Italia-Illyricum-Africa in 368-375/376 AD, 

appointed by Valentinian I
[Gothic crisis 376/379 AD: Probus was never appointed praetorian pre-

fect under Gratian (378-383 AD)]

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret63.html
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[383-388 AD usurpation of Magnus Maximus]
4th praetorian prefecture limited to the period of August-October 383 

AD over Italia-Illyricum-Africa, appointed by Valentinian II
The ‘forward-looking chronology’ based on an Empire divided into four 

praetorian prefectures has been proposed recently by Porena (2020a-b; 
2023a, pp. 129-216). According to this interpretation, in the years 361-376 
AD, there was only one large praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Afri-
ca, next to the praetorian prefectures of Gaul and the East. However, from 
376/377 AD, the praetorian prefecture of Italia-(Illyricum)-Africa was sep-
arated from the autonomous prefecture of Illyricum. At the behest of 
Valentinian I, Probus held a first long praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyri-
cum-Africa in the years 368-375/376 AD, which is attested by the Pincio 
inscription dedicated on August 8th 378 AD (PPRET 59, appropriately the 
office is listed without iteration). After this mandate, during the Gothic 
crisis and around the defeat of Adrianople, Gratian would have divided the 
prefecture of Italia-Africa (perhaps with a part of Illyricum) and made an 
autonomous praetorian prefecture out of Illyricum. In the years (379?) 380-
382 AD, emperor Gratian would have given Probus a second praetorian 
prefecture in Italia-Africa. In the Autumn of 381 AD, Gratian also gave Pro-
bus a third praetorian prefecture of Illyricum alone, which was extended 
into 382 AD. Probus was appointed to a second and third prefecture with 
separate codicils (the two mandates on two locations would have over-
lapped for a few months). In 384-385 AD, after the usurpation of Maximus 
in Gaul and the assassination of Gratian, Valentinian II would have given 
Probus a fourth praetorian prefecture in Italia-Africa with a formal appoint-
ment in the same codicils to the praetorian prefecture of Gaul. Since the 
latter was controlled by the usurper Maximus, Probus never took posses-
sion of this prefecture, even though Valentinian II claimed it as his own. 
This reconstruction preserves the dates of the constitutions of the Law 
Codes for the period 380-384, while agreeing with the account of Ammi-
anus (Amm. XXVII 11 and Amm. XXX 5). It also concords with the data of 
the inscription for Probus from the Pincio (PPRET 59) and Capua (PPRET 
60) and distributes the praetorian prefectures of Probus between the reigns 
of Valentinian I, Gratian and Valentinian II.

Chronology:
1st praetorian prefecture in 368-375/376 AD over Italia-Illyricum-Africa, 

appointed by Valentinian I
[376/379 AD Gothic crisis and creation of an autonomous praetorian 

prefecture of Illyricum]

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
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2nd praetorian prefecture in (379?) 380-382 AD over Italia-(Illyricum)-Af-
rica, appointed by Gratian

3rd praetorian prefecture in 381-382 AD over autonomous Illyricum, ap-
pointed by Gratian

[383-388 AD usurpation of Magnus Maximus]
4th praetorian prefecture in 384-385 AD over Italia-(Illyricum)-Africa 

(and nominally Galliae), appointed by Valentinian II
Let us return to the Athenian inscription. The identification of the dedi-

cator of Probus’ Athenian epigram with the proconsul of Achaia Anatolius, 
who restored Sparta probably after the earthquake of 375 AD, allows us to 
date the inscription towards the end of the long praetorian prefecture of 
Italia-Illyricum-Africa, held by Probus in 368-375/376 AD (the third one or 
the first one of his four prefectures, see above). Ordinarily the honorary 
verse epigrams do not indicate prefecture iterations and the inscription 
from Athens does not mention the consulate of 371 AD, but such short po-
ems (one distich) often lack these indications.

The office of the praetorian prefect in our inscription is indicated by the 
noun ὕπαρχος. This noun is usually not accompanied by an indication of the 
geographical district of the prefecture. In Greek inscriptions in which the 
office is indicated by the word ὕπαρχος, it is safe to assume that the monu-
ment was made in a city within the district administered by the dignitary 
being honoured. In our case, the prefecture of Probus certainly included the 
diocese of Macedonia, the province of Achaia and the city of Athens: it was 
therefore the prefecture of Illyricum. According to the ‘backward-looking 
chronology’, if the inscription from Athens was chiselled after the earth-
quake of 375 AD, then it is possible that it refers to the third praetorian 
prefecture at the time of its conclusion, when Probus was discharged in 376 
AD. However, if the proconsul had been honoured in Sparta a few years after 
the earthquake for his efforts in rebuilding the city (see Groag 1946, p. 57), 
then it is equally possible that the inscription refers to the fourth prefecture, 
held in 383 AD. If the absence of the consulship is interpreted to indicate the 
inscription dating to before 371 AD, then the prefecture could also be that 
of Illyricum in 364 AD.

Otherwise, according to the ‘forward-looking chronology’, the praetori-
an prefecture mentioned in the inscription from Athens would be the first 
one held by Probus, dating to 368-375/376 AD, probably towards its end, or 
equally the third one in an autonomous Illyricum, in 381-382 AD. This pre-
fecture cannot be the fourth (384-385 AD) since Illyricum (with Greece) 
was not included in it. While Gehn, in LSA 1, generically dates the Atheni-

http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-1
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an inscription to the period 368/388 AD, Sironen (1994, p. 30; 1997, p. 69) 
dates it to the years 375/376 or 382-384 AD. For us, a date during the period 
376/382 AD is most plausible (but a wider date 368/382 is not excluded).

It seems very likely that the proconsul of Achaia Anatolius was a client of 
the powerful praetorian prefect Probus and wanted to honour him with a 
personal monument in Athens. The Athenian inscription is the only one 
made by a proconsul for a praetorian prefect.

In the verse inscription from Athens the noun ὕπαρχος seems to indicate 
the office of the praetorian prefect. If so, this would be the first epigraphic 
attestation of the use of this Greek word for the office of the praetorian 
prefect (for the use of this noun in the epigraphy of the diocese of Asia, see 
the detailed study by Feissel 1998; updates in Filippini in print). In the epig-
raphy of the 4th Century AD, only one other instance of the use of the noun 
ὕπαρχος might possibly be interpreted to indicate a praetorian prefect: in 
the Aphthonius inscription (see PPRET 76). Since its establishment by Au-
gustus, the office of praetorian prefect is indicated in Greek by the term 
ἔπαρχος: this term is very common in the prose epigraphy of the 4th Centu-
ry AD (see PPRET 18; 29; 30; 35; 43; 44; 47; 52; 68; 73; 82; 83; 84; 85; 86; 87; 88; 
90). We note that in two Greek prose inscriptions from Gortyna, the prae-
torian prefect Petronius Probus himself is also referred to as ἔπαρχος (see 
PPRET 58 and 61). The meaning of the two terms ὕπαρχος and ἔπαρχος has 
different nuances: ἔπαρχος indicates a perspective from below, « the one 
who commands above other dignitaries »; ὕπαρχος indicates the perspective 
from above, « the one who commands below a higher authority ». In Greek 
epigraphy the office of praetorian prefect seems to be denoted by ἔπαρχος 
in prose texts, but by ὕπαρχος in verse texts; the two nouns are metrically 
equivalent. In prose, ἔπαρχος is followed by the specification τοῦ ἱεροῦ 
πραιτωρίου / τῶν ἱερῶν πραιτωρίων, while ὕπαρχος (between the 4th and 5th 
Centuries AD) does not seem carry any further specification. Only in 6th 
Century AD prose, is the noun ὕπαρχος sometimes followed by τοῦ ἱεροῦ 
πραιτωρίου / τῶν ἱερῶν πραιτωρίων. If the noun ἔπαρχος is never ambiguous 
and always indicates the praetorian prefect, the same cannot be said for 
ὕπαρχος. In effect, the latter is rarely followed by the indication of the ap-
pointment, the praetorian prefecture, nor by any geographical indication 
and can be ambiguous. It may indicate a diocesan vicarius or a praetorian 
prefect. In the few cases where ὕπαρχος is followed by the geographical in-
dication, it is either the Asiana diocese (Ἀσίης, Ἀσίδος) or a seat of Asiana 
linked to the presence of the vicarius or proconsul Asiae (e.g. in their late in-
scriptions, Isidorus, Stephanus, Nonnus ὑπάρχοι are the vicars of Asia, cf. 
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Feissel 1998). It seems likely that the readers of late Greek inscriptions dis-
tinguished the dignitary honoured in a monument with the title of ὕπαρχος 
according to the location of the monument (e.g. in a city that was the seat of 
a vicar and not a prefect, or within a gallery of statues of vicars or prefects) 
or according to the style of the statue (the statue of a vicar may have been 
dressed differently from that of a praetorian prefect, but no secure statue of 
a late antique praetorian prefect currently allows a study of his clothing and 
insignia). In summary, however, it seems that only from the beginning of the 
5th Century AD does the term ὕπαρχος become widespread in Greek epig-
raphy, mostly in epigrams, to denote the praetorian prefect, with the excep-
tion of Probus’ Athenian inscription. In the 4th Century AD ὕπαρχος basi-
cally indicates the office of the diocesan vicars (Feissel 1998).

A final element is common to the monuments of Probus in Athens and 
Aphthonius in Gortyna: they are the only honorary monuments to praeto-
rian prefects in the 4th Century – and perhaps in the entire late antique 
epigraphy – whose base is composed of a column drum and not a paral-
lelepiped base. The titling (ὕπαρχος) and the columnar shape of the base 
lead us to yet another possibility – that the ὕπαρχος Probus of the Athenian 
monument made by Anatolius, might actually be a vicarius Macedoniae, dis-
tinguishable from the aristocratic praetorian prefect Petronius Probus, and 
that the ὕπαρχος Aphthonius in Gortyna (PPRET 76), may also be a vicarius 
Macedoniae.

Pierfrancesco Porena
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