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La terza serie di « Res publica litterarum - Studies in Classical Tradition », 
edita dalla RomaTrE-Press sotto gli auspici del Dipartimento di Studi Uma-
nistici del medesimo Ateneo, torna a essere affiancata da una collana di 
studi e ricerche, come l’aveva concepita il suo fondatore Sesto Prete quando 
insegnava all’Università del Kansas.

I Quaderni intendono coprire tutti gli ambiti di interesse di « Res publica 
litterarum » con interventi piú ampi e approfonditi di quanto non consenta-
no i limiti di un articolo su rivista, ma con il medesimo rigore metodologico 
assicurato dalla peer review: gli autori e le opere della classicità greco-romana 
e i continuatori medievali e umanistici, spesso legati gli uni agli altri da espli-
citi rapporti di derivazione, da puntuali riprese formali e contenutistiche o 
semplicemente da sottili trame allusive e giochi emulativi; i monumenti e 
le testimonianze storiche, epigrafiche e documentarie di carattere giuridico, 
socio-politico o artistico, necessari per ricostruire e comprendere, insieme 
alle vicende dei popoli, le trasformazioni linguistiche e gli orizzonti lettera-
ri; la tradizione grammaticale in età ellenistica e a Roma e il suo contributo 
all’evoluzione della scuola e dell’insegnamento; il rapporto dialettico tra 
letteratura e produzione tecnico-scientifica; le mutevoli sorti di sopravvi-
venza o fortuna, trasmissione e ricezione dei testi nel corso dei secoli; la 
storia della filologia e degli studi greco-latini; la presenza e l’attualità dell’an-
tico nel mondo contemporaneo.

Aperta a collaboratori e a lettori di tutto il mondo, plurilingue e open ac-
cess, garantita da un comitato scientifico internazionale di altissimo livello, la 
collana accoglie edizioni critiche, monografie e miscellanee, atti di conve-
gno e relazioni di scavo: tipologie librarie orientate in vario modo alla co-
struzione di una condivisa e transdisciplinare res publica della cultura.



studies in the classical tradition

Founded by Sesto Prete

Advisory Board - Comitato Scientifico

Francis Cairns
The Florida State University

Jean-Louis Charlet
Université de Provence

Alessandro Fusi
Università della Tuscia

Philippe Guérin
Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris 3)

Heinz Hofmann
Universität Tübingen

Editor in Chief - Direttore responsabile

Piergiorgio Parroni, Sapienza Università di Roma

Co-editors - Comitato Direttivo

Guido Arbizzoni, Università di Urbino Carlo Bo • Antonio Carlini,  
Università di Pisa • Paolo d’Alessandro, Università Roma Tre • Mario De Nonno, 

Università Roma Tre • Louis Godart, Università di Napoli Federico II 
Enrico Malato, Università di Napoli Federico II • Giorgio Piras,  

Sapienza Università di Roma • Cecilia Prete, Università di Urbino Carlo Bo

Assistant to the Editor - Vicedirettore

Angelo Luceri, Università Roma Tre

Editorial Board - Redazione

Andrea Bramanti, Sapienza Università di Roma • Orazio Camaioni, University of 
Oxford • Jessica Felici, Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa • Marco Fressura, Universi-

tà Roma Tre • Alessandro Gelsumini, Università di Chieti-Pescara G. d’Annunzio 
Andrea Murace, Università Roma Tre • Alessandra Peri, Università di Cassino e del 

Lazio meridionale

José Carlos Miralles Maldonado
Universidad de Murcia

Sergio Pagano
Archivio Apostolico Vaticano

Costas Panayotakis
University of Glasgow

Hermann Walter
Universität Mannheim

Arnaud Zucker
Université Côte d’Azur

studies in the classical tradition

Founded by Sesto Prete

Advisory Board - Comitato Scientifico

Francis Cairns
The Florida State University

Jean-Louis Charlet
Université de Provence

Alessandro Fusi
Università della Tuscia

Philippe Guérin
Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris 3)

Heinz Hofmann
Universität Tübingen

Editor in Chief - Direttore responsabile

Piergiorgio Parroni, Sapienza Università di Roma

Co-editors - Comitato Direttivo

Guido Arbizzoni, Università di Urbino Carlo Bo • Antonio Carlini,  
Università di Pisa • Paolo d’Alessandro, Università Roma Tre • Mario De Nonno, 

Università Roma Tre • Louis Godart, Università di Napoli Federico II 
Enrico Malato, Università di Napoli Federico II • Giorgio Piras,  

Sapienza Università di Roma • Cecilia Prete, Università di Urbino Carlo Bo

Assistant to the Editor - Vicedirettore

Angelo Luceri, Università Roma Tre

Editorial Board - Redazione

Andrea Bramanti, Sapienza Università di Roma • Orazio Camaioni, University of 
Oxford • Jessica Felici, Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa • Marco Fressura, Universi-

tà Roma Tre • Alessandro Gelsumini, Università di Chieti-Pescara G. d’Annunzio 
Andrea Murace, Università Roma Tre • Alessandra Peri, Università di Cassino e del 

Lazio meridionale

José Carlos Miralles Maldonado
Universidad de Murcia

Sergio Pagano
Archivio Apostolico Vaticano

Costas Panayotakis
University of Glasgow

Hermann Walter
Universität Mannheim

Arnaud Zucker
Université Côte d’Azur

QUADERNI

Andrea Bramanti, Università Roma Tre • Orazio Camaioni, Università Roma Tre 
Jessica Felici, Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa • Marco Fressura, Università  
Roma Tre • Alessandro Gelsumini, Università di Chieti-Pescara G. d’Annunzio 
Andrea Murace, Università Roma Tre • Alessandra Peri, Università di Cassino  

e del Lazio meridionale



IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2025

QUADERN I  • 6

PPRET INSCRIPTIONS

PIERFRANCESCO PORENA,
ELEONORA ANGIUS,  ANDREA BERNIER,

GIORDANA FRANCESCHINI ,  IRENE VAGIONAKIS

INSCRIPTIONS PERTAINING TO THE PRAETORIAN 
PREFECTS FROM 284 TO 395 AD. 

PAPER EDITION

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2025

QUADERN I  • 6

PPRET INSCRIPTIONS

PIERFRANCESCO PORENA,
ELEONORA ANGIUS,  ANDREA BERNIER,

GIORDANA FRANCESCHINI ,  IRENE VAGIONAKIS

INSCRIPTIONS PERTAINING TO THE PRAETORIAN 
PREFECTS FROM 284 TO 395 AD. 

PAPER EDITION

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2025

QUADERN I  • 6

PPRET INSCRIPTIONS

PIERFRANCESCO PORENA,
ELEONORA ANGIUS,  ANDREA BERNIER,

GIORDANA FRANCESCHINI ,  IRENE VAGIONAKIS

INSCRIPTIONS PERTAINING TO THE PRAETORIAN 
PREFECTS FROM 284 TO 395 AD. 

PAPER EDITION



Coordinamento editoriale: 
Gruppo di Lavoro 

U n i v e r s i t à  d e g l i  S t u d i  R o m a  T r e
D i p a r t i m e n t o  d i  S t u d i  U m a n i s t i c i

a cura di 

PAOLO D’ALESSANDRO 
E ANGELO LUCERI

prefazione di
MASSIMILIANO FIORUCCI

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2024

QUA DE RN I  • 2

DOCTISSIMUS 
ANTIQUITATIS PERSCRUTATOR

STUDI LATINI IN ONORE DI MARIO DE NONNO

 

Elaborazione grafica della copertina:   mosquitoroma.it 

Caratteri tipografici utilizzati: 
Ahellya, Baskerville, Linux Libertine, Romanus (copertina e frontespizio)
Bembo, Times New Roman (testo)

Impaginazione e cura editoriale: Grafica Elettronica www.graficaelettronica.it

Edizioni: 

U n i v e r s i t à  d e g l i  S t u d i  R o m a  T r e
D i p a r t i m e n t o  d i  S t u d i  U m a n i s t i c i

a cura di 

PAOLO D’ALESSANDRO 
E ANGELO LUCERI

prefazione di
MASSIMILIANO FIORUCCI

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2024

QUA DE RN I  • 2

DOCTISSIMUS 
ANTIQUITATIS PERSCRUTATOR

STUDI LATINI IN ONORE DI MARIO DE NONNO

©
Roma, gennaio 2024
ISBN: 979-12-5977-293-0
http://romatrepress.uniroma3.it 
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11

FRAGMENT OF INSCRIPTION MENTIONING PROBABLY 
IUNIUS BASSUS PRAET. PREFECT FROM TARRACINA

Editions: CIL X 8396
Links: EDCS 23400384; EDR 157561; TM 542183
Plre: NEW - inscription not included in the PLRE
Praetorian prefects: Iunius Bassus
Date of the inscription: 318/334 AD

Provenance and location

Ancient city: Tarracina. Modern city: Terracina (Latina - Italy). Province: 
Campania. Diocese: Italiciana. Regional prefecture: not regional before 326 
AD.

Provenance: the fragment was copied by M.-R. de la Blanchère in Ter-
racina; it was walled into the Palazzo della Bonificazione Pontina. Current 
location: unknown. Ancient location: unknown.

Type and material of the support and text layout

Type of support: stone slab. Material: stone (?)
Reuse: no. Opistographic: no.
Dimensions of support: Height: unknown. Width: unknown. Breadth: 

unknown. Dimensions of letters: unknown.
Inscribed field: One inscribed field. Fragmentary.
Writing technique: chiselled. Language: Latin. Rhythm: prose. Palaeog-

raphy: unknown (no images available).

Text category: Unknown

Latin text	

	 - - - - - -
	 [- - - I]u>n>i >u>s > B>assu>s > [- - -]
	 praefec(tus) praeto[rio - - -]
	 - - - - - -

http://db.edcs.eu/epigr/edcs_id.php?p_edcs_id=EDCS-23400384
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR157561
https://www.trismegistos.org/text/542183
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Critical edition

Edition based on EDR 157561.
1: VSIVSIASSII, CIL

Translations

– English: « … Iunius Bassus … praetorian prefect … »

– French: « … Iunius Bassus … préfet du prétoire … »

– Italian: « … Iunius Bassus … prefetto del pretorio … »

The inscription and its prefects: critical commentary, updating, 
overviews

The inscription was copied sometime between 1879 and 1882 by the 
scholar Marie-René de La Blanchère (1853-1896), who was a member of the 
École Française de Rome from 1879 to 1881. The transcribed text was sent 
by de La Blanchère himself to Th. Mommsen, who included it in the « ad-
ditamentorum auctarium » of the city of Tarracina in the second part of 
volume X of the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, published in 1883 (p. 1016, 
nr. 8396). From 1879 and for three years M.-R. de La Blanchère conducted 
extensive field investigations in the Pontine region (southern Lazio) for the 
newly founded École Française de Rome (on the history of this institution 
in the late 19th Century cf. Gras 2010; Gras, Poncet 2015; on the correspond-
ence between the Director of the École Auguste Geffroy and de La 
Blanchère cf. Poncet 2020). In addition to several articles on the epigraphy 
North of the Liri river, de La Blanchère published an important mono-
graph on ancient Terracina in 1884, a year after the publication of CIL X (cf. 
de La Blanchère 1884; on the work of the French scholar, see also Bourdin, 
Pagliara 2019; on the historical and cultural context of the research in the 
Pontine Plain between the 18th and 19th Century, cf. Pagliara 2018).

In de La Blanchère’s writings the scholar does not reveal how the frag-
mentary inscription was found (on de La Blanchère’s letters, written during 
the years of research in southern Latium cf. Rocci 1998; on his edition of 
inscriptions cf. the scholar’s bibliography in Pagliara 2019; on his activity as 
an epigrapher cf. Di Brino 2019).

As we know from Mommsen’s very brief introduction to CIL X 8396, de 
La Blanchère copied the fragment, when it was still inserted into an uniden-
tified wall of the Palazzo della Bonificazione Pontina (Via Santissima An-

http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR157561
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nunziata, 29, in Terracina, built between 1780 and 1785; the fragment, to-
gether with other inscriptions, was transferred to the Palazzo, cf. CIL X, pp. 
1016 f.). There is no other information about the fragment, which has disap-
peared. The fact that it was mounted upon a wall of the 18th Century Pala-
zzo della Bonificazione, located beside the ancient Forum of Terracina, 
does not mean that the fragment had been unearthed there; this is only a 
possibility.

It is likely that the copy of the fragmentary inscription from Terracina 
was sent to Th. Mommsen by de La Blanchère in 1882, just before the pub-
lication of CIL X. A letter from the young French researcher to the great 
German scholar, written in Paris on August 25th 1882 reads: « En même 
temps que cette lettre je remets à Monsieur Geffroy [Direttore de l’École 
Française de Rome] pour vous la copie d’un certain nombre d’Inscriptions 
qui ne figurent pas dans les feuilles du Corpus que vous avez bien voulu me 
faire tenir, & aussi quelques observations sur plusieurs de celles qui s’y trou-
vent. Dans quelques jours, je vais partir de nouveau pour Terracine, où je 
ferai quelques vérifications & recherches qui sans doute amèneront encore 
un peu de nouveau. Vous en recevrez d’ici à un mois les résultats, ainsi que 
les feuilles dont j’ai eu communication, & mes estampages, qui sont au Palais 
Farnese : je déposerai le tout à l’Institut de M.te Caprino, afin qu’on vous le 
fasse parvenir. J’avais l’intention de joindre à une étude que je prépare sur 
Terracine le Corpus des Inscriptions de cette ville. Mais j’y renonce bien 
volontiers, préférant vous donner tout ce que je possède : le Corpus, oeuvre 
commune de tous les épigraphistes & si nécessaire pour nous tous, doit pas-
ser avant tout » (de La Blanchère’s letters to Mommsen are kept in the 
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz Nachlaß Mommsen, 
Kasten 75, La Blanchère, René de; see f. 1/2, ed. Pagliara 2018, App. 1. Further 
references to the inscription from Terracina can be found in the letter of 
September 27th 1882, f. 3/4, App. 2, and perhaps also in 1884, f. 21/22, App. 13).

Mommsen appreciated the work of the young de La Blanchère and his 
courtesy in communicating to him the texts of the inscriptions discovered 
in the Pontine region (cf. Mommsen in CIL X, pp. 52, 984, 1015, see in part. 
nr. 8395; on the relations between the two scholars cf. Pagliara 2018, pp. 63-
77). These editions, collated in the « additamentorum auctarium » and pub-
lished in CIL X are precious, since de La Blanchère died before being able 
to publish the epigraphic corpus of Terracina. The importance of this ep-
igraphic fragment resides in the unequivocal presence of the abbreviated 
office of praetorian prefect in the second of the two extant lines. Unfortu-
nately, the prefect’s onomastics in the previous line is uncertain because of 
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a horizontal fracture that has erased some of the letters. De La Blanchère 
explicitly noted this in a short reference to the inscription in his essay on 
Terracina, in the chapter on the late antique city (1884, p. 155): « Un seul 
fragment d’inscription antérieur à Théodose peut avoir eu un caractère 
public et officiel: il mentionne un préfet du prétoire, mais le nom du per-
sonnage est mutilé ».

In 2016 G. Di Brino integrated in EDR 157561 the name of Iunius Bassus, 
Constantine’s praetorian prefect in the period 318/334 AD (see PPRET 10) 
by interpreting the letters of the diplomatic transcription made by de La 
Blanchère and published in CIL X 8396. The letters of the transcription do 
not fully coincide with the name of this prefect; the cognomen may be geni-
tive and not nominative; only part of the cognomen seems legible: B(?)ASSI. 
The abbreviation of the office on l. 2 could be in the genitive or the dative 
case. We therefore include the fragment from Terracina in the database, 
but its attribution to Iunius Bassus remains uncertain. The type of inscrip-
tion is also uncertain.

What few onomastic traces there are in this late antique inscription leave 
open the possibility that the dignitary in question was Fl. Anicius Auchenius 
Bassus (PLRE II, pp. 220 f.), who was praetorian prefect of Italy Illyricum 
Africa in 426 AD and perhaps again in 435 AD, and ordinary consul in 431 
AD (CLRE, pp. 396 f.). The family is celebrated in Rome and in the cities of 
Campania between 4th and 5th Century AD (on the Campanian statues in 
honour of the homonymous grandfather cf. LSA 326; LSA 1683; LSA 1729; 
LSA 1730; LSA 1848; LSA 1930; LSA 2034; LSA 2566; on the base from Gor-
tyna cf. Tantillo 2020b and 2020c; on the discussed fragment from Rome 
CIL VI 1791 = AE 1993, 121 = EDR 111567, cf. Scharf 1993; Porena 2010b, p. 364; 
on this family cf. Settipani 2000, pp. 373-75; Cameron 2012, esp. pp. 140-43).

Pierfrancesco Porena

http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR157561
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret10.html
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=326&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=1683&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=1729&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1730
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=1848&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=1930&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=2034&_submit=Go
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=2566&_submit=Go
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?do=book&id_nr=EDR111567



