
In re publica litterarum liberi nos sumus

studies in the classical tradition

2025

QUADERNI
6



RES PUBLICA LITTERARUM • QUADERNI

La terza serie di « Res publica litterarum - Studies in Classical Tradition », 
edita dalla RomaTrE-Press sotto gli auspici del Dipartimento di Studi Uma-
nistici del medesimo Ateneo, torna a essere affiancata da una collana di 
studi e ricerche, come l’aveva concepita il suo fondatore Sesto Prete quando 
insegnava all’Università del Kansas.

I Quaderni intendono coprire tutti gli ambiti di interesse di « Res publica 
litterarum » con interventi piú ampi e approfonditi di quanto non consenta-
no i limiti di un articolo su rivista, ma con il medesimo rigore metodologico 
assicurato dalla peer review: gli autori e le opere della classicità greco-romana 
e i continuatori medievali e umanistici, spesso legati gli uni agli altri da espli-
citi rapporti di derivazione, da puntuali riprese formali e contenutistiche o 
semplicemente da sottili trame allusive e giochi emulativi; i monumenti e 
le testimonianze storiche, epigrafiche e documentarie di carattere giuridico, 
socio-politico o artistico, necessari per ricostruire e comprendere, insieme 
alle vicende dei popoli, le trasformazioni linguistiche e gli orizzonti lettera-
ri; la tradizione grammaticale in età ellenistica e a Roma e il suo contributo 
all’evoluzione della scuola e dell’insegnamento; il rapporto dialettico tra 
letteratura e produzione tecnico-scientifica; le mutevoli sorti di sopravvi-
venza o fortuna, trasmissione e ricezione dei testi nel corso dei secoli; la 
storia della filologia e degli studi greco-latini; la presenza e l’attualità dell’an-
tico nel mondo contemporaneo.

Aperta a collaboratori e a lettori di tutto il mondo, plurilingue e open ac-
cess, garantita da un comitato scientifico internazionale di altissimo livello, la 
collana accoglie edizioni critiche, monografie e miscellanee, atti di conve-
gno e relazioni di scavo: tipologie librarie orientate in vario modo alla co-
struzione di una condivisa e transdisciplinare res publica della cultura.
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Quest’opera è assoggettata alla disciplina Creative Commons attribution 4.0 
International License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) che impone l’attribuzione della 
paternità dell’opera, proibisce di alterarla, trasformarla o usarla per produrre 
un’altra opera, e ne esclude l’uso per ricavarne un profitto commerciale.

L’attività della 

U n i v e r s i t à  d e g l i  S t u d i  R o m a  T r e
D i p a r t i m e n t o  d i  S t u d i  U m a n i s t i c i

a cura di 

PAOLO D’ALESSANDRO 
E ANGELO LUCERI

prefazione di
MASSIMILIANO FIORUCCI

IN RE PUBLICA LITTERARUM
LIBERI NOS SUMUS

2024

QUA DER N I  • 2

DOCTISSIMUS 
ANTIQUITATIS PERSCRUTATOR

STUDI LATINI IN ONORE DI MARIO DE NONNO

 è svolta nell’ambito della Fondazione Roma Tre-
Education, piazza della Repubblica 10, 00185 Roma 

dicembre 2025
979-12-5977-293-0

Roma, dicembre 2025
ISBN: 979-12-5977-565-8
http://romatrepress.uniroma3.it

Pierfrancesco Porena
Casella di testo
DOI: 10.13134/979-12-5977-565-8  



IX

CONTENTS

Pierfrancesco Porena, Introduction	 1

Abbreviations	 8

	 1.	 Inscription in honour of Diocletian Aug. from Oescus by the praet. prefects 
Hannibalianus and Asclepiodotus (289/291 AD) - E. Angius	 11

	 2.	 Inscription in honour of Constantius I Caes. from Brixia by the praet. pre- 
fects Asclepiodotus and Hermogenianus (296/298 AD) - E. Angius	 16

	 3.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of Maximian Aug. from the Roman  
Forum by two praet. prefects (298/305 AD) - P. Porena	 21

	 4.	 Inscription (1) in honour of Maxentius from the Roman Forum by his  
praet. prefect Rusticianus (310/311 AD) - E. Angius	 27

	 5.	 Inscription (2) in honour of Maxentius from the Roman Forum by his  
praet. prefect Rusticianus (310/311 AD) - E. Angius	 31

	 6.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a tetrarchic Caesar (Maximinus  
Daia?) from Perinthus Heraclea by a praet. prefect (307/308 AD) -  
P. Porena	 35

	 7.	 Constantine’s ‘Quinquennalia’ medallion possibly engraved by his praet.  
prefect Vitalianus (310 AD) - P. Porena	 42

	 8.	 Inscription for Constantine and Licinius celebrating the reconstruction of 
Tropaeum Traiani supervised by the praet. prefects Petronius Annianus  
and Iulius Iulianus (314/315 AD) - E. Angius	 46

	 9.	 Inscription in honour of Crispus Caes. from Ephesus by the praet. prefects 
Petronius Annianus and Iulius Iulianus (317, 326 AD) - E. Angius	 51

	 10.	 Inscription in honour of Iunius Bassus Theotecnius from Aqua Viva (Fa- 
lerii Novi) mentioning his father’s praet. prefecture (364 AD) - P. Porena	 55

	 11.	 Fragment of inscription mentioning probably Iunius Bassus praet. prefect  
from Tarracina (318/334 AD) - P. Porena	 64

	 12.	 Inscription (1) in honour of Constantine Aug. from Ancyra by his praet.  
prefect Fl. Constantius (324/327 AD) - E. Angius	 68

	 13.	 Inscription (2) in honour of Constantine Aug. from Ancyra by his praet.  
prefect Fl. Constantius (324/327 AD) - E. Angius	 73

	 14.	 Building inscription celebrating a construction in the Aila harbour (Palae- 
stina), undertaken by Constantine and supervised by his praet. prefect Fl. 
Constantius (324/326 AD) - E. Angius	 76

	 15.	 Greek dedicatory epigram of the Great Church of Antioch built by Con- 



X

stantine under the supervision of his praet. prefect Fl. Constantius (325/ 
327 AD) - E. Angius 80

16. Building inscription of the Aïn Rchine arch (Proconsularis) under the su-
pervision of the collegium of five praet. prefects (332 AD) - E. Angius	 85

17. Inscription in honour of Constantine II Caes. (in Latin) from Tubernuc
by the collegium of five praet. prefects (Antioch’s twin inscr.) (336 AD) -
E. Angius 90

18. Inscription in honour of Constantine II Caes. (in Greek) from Antioch by
the collegium of five praet. prefects (Tubernuc’s twin inscr.) (336 AD) -
E. Angius 94

19. Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect C. Caelius Saturninus ‘signo’
Dogmatius from Rome by his son C. Caelius Urbanus (334/336 AD) -
E. Angius 99

20. Inscription in honour of Fabia Aconia Paulina from Rome, mentioning
her father, the former praet. prefect Catullinus, and her husband, the praet.
prefect Praetextatus (384/387 AD) - P. Porena 103

21. Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect Antonius
Marcellinus by the ‘boulè’ of Gortyn (340/342 AD) - E. Angius 117

22. Inscription in honour of Constans Aug. from Augusta Traiana by the col- 
legium of three praet. prefects (341/342 AD) - E. Angius 122

23. Two fragments of prefectural letters (in Greek) from Delphi addressed to
the Apollo’s priest Felicianus by the collegium of three praet. prefects (342/
344 AD) - E. Angius 127

24. Bronze statue base in honour of the praet. prefect Domitius Leontius de- 
creed by the Council of Phoenicia and made by the ‘ordo’ of Berytus with
imperial permission (344 AD) - E. Angius 133

25. Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Furius Baburius Caecilianus Pla- 
cidus from Puteoli by the ‘Regio Palatina’ (343/346 AD) - E. Angius	 138

26. Bilingual epitaph in Latin (a) and Greek (b) hexameters of the praet. pre- 
fect Maiorinus from Bus ≤r al-Hariri (Syria) by his nephew (346/365 AD)
- E. Angius 144

27. Gilded statue base from Chytri (Cyprus) in honour of the praet. prefect
Fl. Philippus by Constantius II Aug. and Gallus Caes. (352 AD) -
E. Angius 153

28. Copy of a letter by Constantius II Aug. to Marinus (‘vicarius Asianae’?)
from Ephesus ordering that a series of gilded statues be erected in honour
of the praet. prefect Fl. Philippus (352 AD) - E. Angius 161

29. Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Philippus by the ‘bou- 
lè’ of Perge (352 AD) - E. Angius 171

contents



XI

	30.	 Monumental Greek inscription on the architrave of the Theatre of Hiera- 
polis (Phrygia) commemorating its restoration supervised by the praet. pre- 
fect Fl. Philippus (352 AD) - E. Angius	 174

	 31.	 Speech of Constantius II Aug. to the Senate of Constantinople containing  
a request to erect a series of gilded statues in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. 
Philippus (frr. from Perge) (352 AD) - P. Porena	 181

	 32.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Vulcacius Rufinus set up in the 
vestibule of his ‘domus’ in Rome by the people of Ravenna (347/352 AD)  
- E. Angius	 204

	 33.	 Inscription celebrating the enlargement of the ‘horrea’ in Savaria by the  
praet. prefect Vulcacius Rufinus (346/350 AD) - E. Angius	 212

	34.	 Fragmentary inscription relating to building works in Portus (Ostia) pro- 
bably made by the praet. and urban prefect Ulpius Limenius (347/349  
AD) - P. Porena	 217

	 35.	 Greek Inscription in honour of a praet. prefect of Constantius II Aug. and  
Julian Caes. by the region of Batanea (Phoenices Libanensis) (358/360  
AD) - P. Porena	 223

	36.	 Dedication of an altar for the Magna Mater and Attis in Rome by the  
son of the praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ Lampadius  
(390 AD) - E. Angius	 229

	37.	 Inscription commemorating the restoration of the Baths of Caracalla su- 
pervised by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 237

	 38.	 Inscription from the Baths of Caracalla in honour of the emperor Valenti- 
nian I by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 242

	39.	 Inscription commemorating the restoration of the ‘Castellum Aquae Clau- 
diae’ in Rome by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus  
‘signo’ Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 247

	40.	 Dionysus’ statue base from ‘Attideum’ at Ostia (Rome) by the former praet.  
prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ Lampadius (365/377 AD)  
- E. Angius	 252

	 41.	 Inscription from Ostia (Rome) commemorating the restoration of thirteen  
bridges by the former praet. prefect C. Ceionius Rufius Volusianus ‘signo’ 
Lampadius (365 AD) - E. Angius	 258

	42.	 Inscription of a public building burned down in Paphos (Cyprus) then  
restored by the praet. prefect Strategius Musonianus (354/358 AD) -  
E. Angius	 264

	43.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Strategius Musonianus  

contents



XII

by the ‘boulè’ and the ‘dêmos’ of Hierapolis (Phrygia) (354/358 AD) -  
E. Angius	 271

	44.	 Greek inscription on the architrave of the ‘Dodekatheon’ of Hierapolis 
(Phrygia) commemorating a restoration supervised by the praet. prefect  
Strategius Musonianus (354/355 AD) - E. Angius	 275

	45.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Q. Fl. Maesius Egnatius Lollia- 
nus ‘signo’ Mavortius by his son Placidus Severus and his daughter-in-law 
Antonia Marcianilla from his ‘domus’ on the Aventine hill (Rome) (355/ 
356 AD) - E. Angius	 281

	46.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the praet.  
prefect Fl. Taurus rehabilitated by the emperors Valentinian I and Valens 
(364/367 AD) - E. Angius	 288

	47.	 Greek inscription in honour of Hilarion, wife of the praet. prefect Vindaeo- 
nius Anatolius, by the ‘boulè’ of Perge (357/360 AD) - E. Angius	 295

	48.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the former  
praet. prefect Fl. Eugenius rehabilitated by Constantius II Aug. and Julian  
Caes. (355/360 AD) - P. Porena	 302

	49.	 Inscription of the emperor Julian on the ‘cursus publicus’ from Iulia Con- 
cordia made by the praet. prefect Claudius Mamertinus (362/363 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 313

	50.	 Inscription in honour of the emperor Julian from Ancyra by the praet. pre- 
fect Secundus Salutius (362 AD) - A. Bernier	 319

	 51.	 Gilded statue base from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) in honour of the praet.  
prefect Secundus Salutius by Valentinian I and Valens (366/367 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 323

	 52.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Secundus Salutius by the  
‘boulè’ of Pisidian Antioch (367/368 AD) - A. Bernier	 328

	 53.	 Julian’s constitution (CTh I 16, 8) addressed to the praet. prefect Secundus 
Salutius and fragments of the prefectorial edict from Amorgos (362 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 332

	54.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Sallustius from Trajan’s Fo- 
rum (Rome) by the provincials of Hispaniae (364 AD) - A. Bernier	 341

	 55.	 Burial inscription for Maximilla from Rome made by Lucceia, daughter  
of the praet. prefect Viventius (389 AD) - A. Bernier	 346

	56.	 Fragmentary constitution of Valentinian I addressed to the praet. prefect  
Probus from Trinitapoli (Apulia, Italy) (368/375 AD) - P. Porena	 353

	57.	 Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect Pro- 
bus from Athens by the ‘proconsul’ An(a)tolius (368/382 AD) - P. Po- 
rena	 372

contents



XIII

	 58.	 Greek inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Gortyn de- 
creed by the Cretan ‘koinòn’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Aristides (372/ 
375 AD) - P. Porena	 381

	59.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome (Pincio) ma- 
de by the Council of Venetia and Histria (378 AD) - P. Porena	 391

	60.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Capua made by the  
city ‘regiones’ and ‘collegia’ (381/383 AD) - P. Porena	 413

	 61.	 Greek inscription in honour of the former praet. prefect Probus from Gor- 
tyn decreed by the ‘boulè’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Asclepiodotus (382/ 
383 AD) - P. Porena	 426

	62.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Tra- 
jan’s Forum in Rome (384/390 AD) - P. Porena	 438

	63.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Verona (385/390  
AD) - P. Porena	 448

	64.	 Burial verse inscription of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome (St. Peter’s 
basilica) (390/394 AD) - P. Porena	 465

	65.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome by his sons  
Anicius Probinus and Anicius Probus (395/405 AD) - P. Porena	 484

	66.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Probus from Rome by his son  
Anicius Hermogenianus Olybrius and by his daughter-in-law Anicia Iu- 
liana (395/405 AD) - P. Porena	 492

	67.	 Inscription in honour of Valentinian I, Valens and Gratian from Cherson  
by the praet. prefect Domitius Modestus (370/375 AD) - A. Bernier	 500

	68.	 Greek inscription relating to building works in Nakida (Nig̈de, Cappa- 
docia) made by the praet. prefect Domitius Modestus (370/377 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 506

	69.	 Fragmentary inscription commemorating a restoration in Aquileia super- 
vised by a praet. prefect, likely Decimius Hilarianus Hesperius (379 AD)  
- A. Bernier	 510

	70.	 Inscription in honour of Tyrrania Anicia Iuliana, wife of the praet. prefect  
Q. Clodius Hermogenianus Olybrius, from Rome (379/395 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 521

	 71.	 Opisthographic collar of a slave of the praet. prefect Q. Clodius Hermo- 
genianus Olybrius from one of his properties in Rome (377/378 AD) -  
A. Bernier	 530

	72.	 Another opisthographic collar of a slave of the praet. prefect Q. Clodius 
Hermogenianus Olybrius from one of his properties in Rome (377/378  
AD) - A. Bernier	 536

	73.	 Greek inscription in honour of the former praet. prefect Fl. Hypatius from 

contents



XIV

Gortyn, decreed by the Cretan ‘koinòn’ and made by the ‘consularis’ Ascle-
piodotus (382/383 AD) - P. Porena	 542

	74.	 ‘Tabella immunitatis’ of the former praet. prefect Postumianus from Rome 
(384/400 AD) - A. Bernier	 552

	75.	 Inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Maternus Cynegius from Alexan- 
dria (Aegyptus) by Theodosius and Arcadius (384/387 AD) - A. Bernier	 558

	76.	 Greek inscription in elegiac distichs honouring the praet. prefect or the ‘vi- 
carius’ Aphthonius decreed by the ‘boulè’ of Gortyn and made by (the  
‘consularis’?) Aristides (376/377 AD) - P. Porena	 564

	77.	 Funerary altar of the praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Praetextatus and of his  
wife Aconia Paulina, from Rome (384/385 AD) - P. Porena	 571

	78.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Vettius Agorius 
Praetextatus from the Roman Forum (384/385 AD) - P. Porena	 597

	79.	 Inscription in honour of the deceased praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Prae- 
textatus from Rome (Pal. Altemps) (387 AD) - P. Porena	 606

	80.	 Inscription in honour of the deceased praet. prefect Vettius Agorius Praetexta- 
tus from Rome (Pal. Massimo alle Colonne) (384/450 AD) - P. Porena	 619

	 81.	 Greek translation of a constitution of Valentinian II addressed to the praet.  
prefect Principius from Anaia (Asia) (386/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 642

	82.	 Greek inscription in honour of Honorius from Aphrodisias by the praet.  
prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 653

	 83.	 Greek inscription in honour of Arcadius from Aphrodisias by the praet.  
prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 660

	84.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II from Aphrodisias by the  
praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 666

	 85.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II, Theodosius I, Arcadius, Ho- 
norius from Side by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 672

	86.	 Greek inscription in honour of Valentinian II, Theodosius I, Arcadius,  
Honorius from Antinoupolis by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus 
(388/392 AD) - G. Franceschini	 677

	87.	 Greek (verse?) inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Ta- 
tianus from Sidyma (391/400 AD) - G. Franceschini	 683

	88.	 Greek inscription from Myra (Lycia) on (weights and) measures on the  
model established by the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus (388/392  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 699

	89.	 Greek verse inscription in honour of Proculus, son of the praet. prefect Fl. 
Eutolmius Tatianus, at the mouth of the River Lycus (Phoenicia) (382/ 
383 AD) - G. Franceschini	 712

contents



XV

	90.	 Greek inscription commemorating the works on the Canopus canal (Ae- 
gyptus) carried out by the will of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Tatianus 
(388/390 AD) - G. Franceschini	 722

	 91.	 Greek verse inscription in honour of the praet. prefect Fl. Eutolmius Ta- 
tianus from Aphrodisias by a descendant of the same name (rehabilitation) 
(430/450 AD) - G. Franceschini	 731

	92.	 Posthumous inscription in honour of Virius Nicomachus Flavianus senior  
former praet. prefect from Rome by Q. Fabius Memmius Symmachus (402  
AD) - G. Franceschini	 744

	93.	 Posthumous inscription rehabilitating the praet. prefect Virius Nicoma- 
chus Flavianus senior from Trajan’s Forum (Rome) by Appius Nicoma- 
chus Dexter (431 AD) - G. Franceschini	 754

	94.	 ‘Locum’ in the Flavian Amphitheatre in Rome reserved to the praet. pre- 
fect Virius Nicomachus Flavianus senior (380/394 AD) - G. France- 
schini	 774

	95.	 Burial inscription of Saturninus, ‘centenarius’ in the office of the praet. prefec- 
ture of Illyricum, from Concordia Sagittaria (376/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 778

	96.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a praet. prefect from the Roman Fo- 
rum (400/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 783

	97.	 Inscription in honour of a praet. prefect decreed by the ‘ordo’ and people of  
Leptis Magna (330/400 AD) - A. Bernier	 793

	98.	 Fragmentary inscription in honour of a praet. prefect from Trajan’s Forum  
in Rome (340/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 799

	99.	 Fragments of a monumental inscription in honour of a ruler by a praet. pre- 
fect, found in the Roman Forum (312/337 AD?) - A. Bernier	 805

	100.	Fragmentary inscription in honour of a ruler from Berytus by a praet. pre- 
fect (340/345?) - A. Bernier	 811

	101.	 Fragmentary Greek inscription in honour of a praet. prefect by the ‘boulè’  
and the ‘dêmos’ of Laodicea on the Lycos (284/450 AD) - A. Bernier	 818

Bibliography	 823

Prosopographical Index, by Andrea Bernier

	 i.	 Praetorian Prefects mentioned in the Greek or Latin text of  
PPRET inscriptions	 939

	 ii.	 Praetorian Prefects not mentioned in the Greek or Latin text  
of PPRET inscriptions	 941

	 iii.	Other civil, military and ecclesiastical dignitaries	 942

contents



21

3

FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION IN HONOUR  
OF MAXIMIAN AUG. FROM THE ROMAN FORUM  

BY TWO PRAET. PREFECTS

Editions: CIL VI 36947 (p. 4354); AE 2000, 1540 (see Critical commentary)
Links: EDCS 19800521; EDR 135609; LSA 1364; TM 597316
Plre: I, p. 1000 (… mus; … nus)
Praetorian prefects: [- - -]nus; [- - -]mus
Date of the inscription: 298/305 AD

Provenance and location

Ancient city: Roma. Modern city: Rome (Italy). Province: Urbs. Dio-
cese: Italiciana. Regional prefecture: not regional before 326 AD.

Provenance: Statue base with inscription chiselled on the front face, 
found in the Roman Forum in 1899, « re-used as building material in an 
Early Medieval structure in front of the Curia » (Machado in LSA 1364). 
Current location: Roma, Roman Forum, in front of the Curia, to the right 
of the entrance staircase, Sopr. For.-Pal. inv. 12444. Ancient location: public 
space.

Type and material of the support and text layout

Type of support: statue base. Material: white marble.
Reuse of the inscribed field: uncertain. Reuse of the monument: yes. 

Opistographic: no.
Dimensions of support: Height: 105/99 cm. Width: 60/58 cm. Breadth: 

54/52 cm. Dimensions of letters: 3/4.5 cm.
Inscribed field: One inscribed field (frons). Undamaged, although not 

erased, the surface of the whole epigraphic field has deteriorated.
Writing technique: chiselled. Language: Latin. Rhythm: prose. Palaeog-

raphy: rustic capitals.

Text category: Honorary inscription for the emperor Maximian

EDCS 19800521
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR135609
https://www.trismegistos.org/text/597316
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1364
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Latin text

	 P> r>o>p>a>g>a>t >o>r>i > R>o>m> a>n>i > [imp(eri)]
	 [om]n>i >u>m>  v>i >r>t >u>t >u>m>

	 [princi]p>i >, d>(omino) n>(ostro) M> (arco) A>u>r>e>l >(io)
	 [Valeri]o> M> a>x>i >m> i >a>n>o>,
5	 [Pio], F>e>[l]i >c>i >, s >e>m> p>e>r>
	 [Augu]s >t >o>,
	 [- - -]n>u>s > e>t > [- - -]
	 [- - -]m> u>s > v>v>(iri) e>e>[mm(inentissimi)?]
	 [pr(aefecti) p]r>a>e>t >(orio) d>e>v>o>t >i > n>(umini) m> (aiestati)q>(ue)
10	 e>i >u>s >.

Critical edition

The text is based on the M. Bang edition (CIL VI 36947), supplemented by Pore-
na’s conjectures. For I. Grossi (EDR 135609) the inscription was totally erased after 
being chiselled.

3: [compo]t >i >, Bang and other editors
5: [P(io)], Bang
5-6: semper [Augu]sto, Machado LSA 1364, I. Grossi EDR 135609. Bang was sure 

whether Augusto was written in the middle of the sixth line
8: v>v>(iri) e>e>(gregii), Bang (who was able to read only the first E); G. Alföldy, A. 

Scheithauer CIL VI, p. 4354; Machado LSA 1364; vv(iri) ee[mm(inentissimi)]: PLRE I, 
Sartre 2000, Porena 2003, p. 104 n. 2

Text was seen and verified (where possible) by Porena in 1999.

Translations

– English: « To the extender of the Roman empire, to the prince endowed with 
all the virtues, to our master Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, Pius Felix al-
ways Augustus, [- - -]nus and [- - -]mus the [very eminent praetorian prefects] de-
voted to his spirit and majesty ».

– French: « À l’auteur de l’extension de l’Empire romain, au prince doué de 
toutes les vertus, à notre seigneur Marcus Aurelius Valérius Maximianus, Pie Heu-
reux toujours Auguste, [- - -]nus et [- - -]mus les [très éminents préfets du prétoire] 
dévoués à sa divinité et à sa majesté ».

– Italian: « All’autore dell’espansione dell’impero romano, al principe dotato di 
tutte le virtú, al nostro signore Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, Pio Felice 
sempre Augusto, [- - -]nus e [- - -]mus gli e[minentissimi prefetti del pretorio] devo-
ti al nume e alla maestà sue ».

http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1364
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR135609
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR135609
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1364
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The inscription and its prefects: critical commentary, updating, 
overviews

The base of the statue is compact, but it has been severely damaged by 
building reuses on all its surfaces. The text inscribed in the epigraphic field 
is heavily eroded, but not erased after chiselling. Maximian’s onomastics 
was readable by the publishers Gatti (in 1899a, p. 490, and 1899b, p. 220 f.) 
and Bang (in 1933), and this was still the case in 1999. Thus we can exclude 
that the inscription was erased in order to delete the memory of the Augus-
tus Herculius. The surface of the epigraphic field has not been lowered to 
engrave a new inscription over ours.

The monuments of the Tetrarchs, especially those of the Vicennalia in the 
Roman Forum, would have remained intact in their place (Marlowe 2015; 
Kalas 2015, pp. 23-45). Furthermore Maximian was responsible for the re-
construction of the Diocletianic Curia after the terrible fire of 284 AD. The 
memory of the two Augusti was preserved in the area in front of the Senate: 
it is very likely that our base with its statue remained in situ. The crisis be-
tween Herculius and his son Maxentius in 308 AD, and with his son-in-law 
Constantine in 310 AD, does not seem to have affected the placement of 
Maximian’s monument (on the location of our inscribed monument see 
Bauer 1996, pp. 16-19, 102 and 401).

About the text: at lines 2/3 after the expression omnium virtutum, Bang 
hypothesized the adjective compos, due to he reads the letters TI at line 3; 
however, such an expression is never attested in epigraphy. Vice versa om-
nium virtutum principi is the epithet of the emperors Pertinax in CIL XI 3873 
= ILS 409 and Probus in CIL II2/14, 20 = ILS 597. At line 6, the centered 
position of the cognomen Augustus, seen by Bang, is perfectly suited to the 
layout of the epigraphy of the time.

The examination of the photograph and my personal autoptic reading 
suggest that on line 9, before the word devoti, some letters were originally 
chiselled, and some vertical and horizontal strokes remain. Taking into ac-
count the difficulties in the reading, it seems – but caution is a must – possi-
ble to discern the letters RAET; these could be what remains of the abbre-
viation of the office [pr(aefecti) or praeff(ecti) p]r >a>e >t >(orio).

The authors of the PLRE (I, …mus, p. 1000) have supposed that the ded-
ication to Maximian Augustus was raised by the two leading praetorian 
prefects of the whole Empire, although T.D. Barnes makes no attempt to 
identify them (1982, p. 136 and n. 51; Barnes 1996, p. 547 n. 84). The abbrevi-
ation of the rank at line 8, VV EE, could be integrated: vv(iri) ee[mm(inentissi-
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mi) praeff(ecti) or pr(aefecti) praet(orio)]. Several elements would support such a
proposal. The dedication was raised collegially by two officials holding the
same office; from the remains of the formula we must assume that this of-
fice was normally exercised in pairs. In fact, there does not seem to be
enough space in the epigraphic field to contain the indication of two differ-
ent positions that may have been held by the dedicators and not even for a
position that is more extensive. The rank of the officials, the same for both,
can only be integrated with vv(iri) ee[gregii], or with vv(iri) ee[minentissimi], the
latter being the prerogative of praetorian prefects in the Tetrarchic Age. No 
egregiate function was collegial; no dedications to emperors – or other type 
of inscriptions in Rome – by two or more egregii have been observed. We
know of single viri egregii in inscriptions from the Roman Forum, but they
are not dedicants of statue bases for emperors (CIL VI 2132 = ILS 4928; CIL
VI 2134 = CIL VI 32419; CIL VI 2136 = CIL VI 32405; CIL VI 2137 = ILS 4936;
they are fictores Virginum Vestalium, cf. now Lindner 2015, pp. 64 and 135). To
restore vv(iri) ee(gregii) is difficult, since it seems unlikely that in the late 3rd
Century, when the perfectissimatus extended to most equestrian offices, sim-
ple viri egregii would raise monuments to an Augustus in such a prestigious
place, not only in the Roman Forum itself, but in the area between the
Curia and the Comitium, which had just been restored. The axis between
the Curia, the Basilica Aemilia and the stretch of the Via Sacra towards the
Velia was populated in the 4th Century with statues made by dignitaries for 
the emperors (Bauer 2012a; Machado 2006 and 2019, pp. 95-123). Dedica-
tions made in Rome by pairs of praetorian prefects (eminentissimi) prior to
our inscription are not unknown: CIL VI 1009 (cf. p. 4315) = ILS 2012 (140
AD); CIL VI 1611 = CIL VI 31831 (241 AD); CIL VI 2388a fr. 5 = CIL VI 32600 
= EDR 122374 (3rd Century AD); CIL VI 31352 = CIL VI 40710 (second half
of the 3rd Century AD).

The ancient political centre of Rome still appears to be the most suitable 
place to erect a monument decreed by praetorian prefects. In fact, we know 
of two dedications to Maxentius placed by his praetorian prefect right in the 
Forum in 310/311 AD: one is now next to the Basilica Aemilia (CIL VI 40726 
= PPRET 5), a few meters from our inscription to Maximian, the other one 
was found ‘summa via sacra’ near the Basilica of Maxentius (CIL VI 36949 = 
PPRET 4). Other inscriptions made by praetorian prefects for late Roman 
emperors were displayed in the Roman Forum during Late Antiquity, and 
by the emperors to a single prefect too. After these three statue bases of the 
Tetrarchic period, we can find in the area of the Basilica Aemilia: a frag-
mentary dedication in honour of a 4th Century Augustus by a praetorian 

http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR122374
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret05.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret04.html
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prefect whose name is lost (CIL VI 36678 = CIL VI 36990 = Panciera 1996a, 
nr. 195 = EDR 071778 = PPRET 99); a statue base for the emperor Valens 
made by Placidus Severus (PLRE I, Severus 28, pp. 836 f.) a vicarius urbis, agens 
vices praefecti praetorio in about 364/365 (CIL VI 36956 = ILS 8948 = LSA 1373 
= EDR 071728). In other parts of the Roman Forum, not far from the basil-
ica Aemilia, inscriptions in honour of praetorian prefects were found: from 
the area near the Column of Phocas comes the monument in honour of 
Vettius Agorius Praetextatus praetorian prefect of Italy and Illyricum, erect-
ed in 384 AD (CIL VI 1779a = CIL VI 31929 = PPRET 78); from the zone in 
front of the Curia, near our base in honour of Maximianus Herculius, comes 
the statue base in honour of Petronius Maximus praetorian prefect of Italia 
Illyricum Africa, put up in 433/437 AD by Theodosius II and Valentinian III 
Augusti (Panciera 1996b = CIL VI 41398 = LSA 1525 = EDR 093620); from an 
indeterminate space in the Roman Forum comes a fragmentary inscription 
in honour of an anonymous praetorian prefect, dated in the first half of the 
5th Century AD (CIL VI 41346 = PPRET 96). Other potential fragmentary 
dedications of dignitaries of the late 3rd Century AD (prefects?) to emper-
ors from the area of the Curia and the Basilica Aemilia exist: CIL VI 40707 
(to Aurelian), CIL VI 40751 (to Probus). The north-eastern side of the Ro-
man Forum between late 3rd and mid-5th Century hosted monuments re-
lated to praetorian prefects, namely between the Curia and the Basilica 
Aemilia. We can therefore hypothesize that what remains of the inscription 
CIL VI 36947 might well be a prefectural dedication in the Roman Forum, 
put up on the orders of the two leading praetorian prefects of the whole 
Empire to Maximian Augustus alone, probably for an event or an anniver-
sary that concerned him. At the end of the military campaign in Africa (297-
298 AD), in late 298 AD Maximianus Herculius stayed in Rome, where he 
began construction of the Baths of Diocletian (Chastagnol 1980-1981); in 
299 AD (oct./dec.) his Quindecennalia began: the prefectural monument for 
Herculius in the Roman Forum may have been built in this period. The 
epithet propagator and the praise of his virtus were appropriate in the context 
of Maximian’s recent victories.

This lead to the identity of the two praetorian prefects is to be found on 
lines 7-8, and consists of the final parts of the cognomina. We know four col-
leges of praetorian prefects of Diocletian and Maximian (only the Augusti 
had one prefect each), complete with their rank (cf. Porena 2003, pp. 103-52):

284?-286 AD	 Diocletian: Aristobulus and/then Hannibalianus 
vv.eemm.

http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR071778
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1373
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR071728
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret78.html
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=LSA-1525
http://www.edr-edr.it/edr_programmi/res_complex_comune.php?id_nr=EDR093620
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret96.html
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286-291 AD	 Diocletian: Hannibalianus v.em. (inscr. of Oescus, 
PPRET 1)

	 Maximian: Asclepiodotus v.em.
In 292 AD Hannibalianus et Asclepiodotus were ordinary consuls and be-
came vv.cc. (two prefects clarissimi in CIL VI 1125 = ILS 619, in 293/296 AD)
292-294/96 AD	 Diocletian: Hannibalianus v.c. (then prefect of Rome 

in 297 AD)
	 Maximian: Asclepiodotus v.c.
294/96-297/98 AD	 Maximian: Asclepiodotus v.c. (as prefect he defeated 

the usurper Adlectus in 296/97 AD)
	 Diocletian: Hermogenianus v.em. (inscr. of Brescia, 

PPRET 2)
297/98?-305 AD	 Diocletian: Hermogenianus v.em. (he never became 

v.c.)
	 Maximian: ? v.em. (two prefects eminentissimi in CIL 

XIV 4455, in 297/305 AD)

It seems likely that our inscription from the Roman Forum, pertains to 
two praetorian prefects belonging to the last phase of the Tetrarchy, be-
tween 298 and 305 AD. The first could be [Hermogenia]nus, prefect of Di-
ocletian; the second could be the prefect appointed by Maximian after the 
departure of Asclepiodotus (there was no prefect ordinary consul between 
293 and 305 AD, therefore after Hannibalianus and Asclepiodotus there 
were only prefects of eminentissimus rank). In 2000 M. Sartre proposed 
that the first praetorian prefect of our inscription was Aurelius Rufinus 
(2000, pp. 989 f. = AE 2000, 1540). His reconstruction is based on a reading of 
the sixth line of an inscription from Teyma (Arabia), commemorating the 
restoration of castra in 296 AD – Aur(elio) Rufino p(raefecto) pr(aetorio) Ori[en-
tis] – but that reading was then rejected by Sartre himself (2007, p. 163 = AE 
2007, 1619; IGLS XVI/3, 708). The position of Rufinus’ name after that of 
the governor of Arabia and the mention of the Prefecture of the East before 
Constantine’s reform hinder this interpretation.

Pierfrancesco Porena

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret01.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret02.html



