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La terza serie di « Res publica litterarum - Studies in Classical Tradition », 
edita dalla RomaTrE-Press sotto gli auspici del Dipartimento di Studi Uma-
nistici del medesimo Ateneo, torna a essere affiancata da una collana di 
studi e ricerche, come l’aveva concepita il suo fondatore Sesto Prete quando 
insegnava all’Università del Kansas.

I Quaderni intendono coprire tutti gli ambiti di interesse di « Res publica 
litterarum » con interventi piú ampi e approfonditi di quanto non consenta-
no i limiti di un articolo su rivista, ma con il medesimo rigore metodologico 
assicurato dalla peer review: gli autori e le opere della classicità greco-romana 
e i continuatori medievali e umanistici, spesso legati gli uni agli altri da espli-
citi rapporti di derivazione, da puntuali riprese formali e contenutistiche o 
semplicemente da sottili trame allusive e giochi emulativi; i monumenti e 
le testimonianze storiche, epigrafiche e documentarie di carattere giuridico, 
socio-politico o artistico, necessari per ricostruire e comprendere, insieme 
alle vicende dei popoli, le trasformazioni linguistiche e gli orizzonti lettera-
ri; la tradizione grammaticale in età ellenistica e a Roma e il suo contributo 
all’evoluzione della scuola e dell’insegnamento; il rapporto dialettico tra 
letteratura e produzione tecnico-scientifica; le mutevoli sorti di sopravvi-
venza o fortuna, trasmissione e ricezione dei testi nel corso dei secoli; la 
storia della filologia e degli studi greco-latini; la presenza e l’attualità dell’an-
tico nel mondo contemporaneo.

Aperta a collaboratori e a lettori di tutto il mondo, plurilingue e open ac-
cess, garantita da un comitato scientifico internazionale di altissimo livello, la 
collana accoglie edizioni critiche, monografie e miscellanee, atti di conve-
gno e relazioni di scavo: tipologie librarie orientate in vario modo alla co-
struzione di una condivisa e transdisciplinare res publica della cultura.
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58

GREEK INSCRIPTION IN HONOUR OF THE PRAET. 
PREFECT PROBUS FROM GORTYN DECREED  

BY THE CRETAN KOINÒN AND MADE  
BY THE CONSULARIS ARISTIDES

Editions: Guarducci 1929, pp. 171 f., nr. 18 = AE 1933, 197; ICret. IV 312 (with 
fac-simile)

Photos: Bigi, Tantillo 2016, p. 222, fig. 17.3; p. 227, fig. 17.10; Bigi, Tantillo 
2020, p. 6, fig. 8; p. 41, figg. 50-52

Links: LSA 773; PH 200756; TM 781805
Plre: I, pp. 736-40
Praetorian prefects: Sextus Claudius Petronius Probus
Date of the inscription: 372/375 AD

Provenance and location

Ancient city: Gortyna. Modern city: Gortyna, Crete (Greece). Province: 
Creta. Diocese: Macedonia. Regional prefecture: Italia Illyricum Africa.

Provenance: the inscription was found at the end of the 19th Century 
outside the vestibulum of the apsidal hall of the Praetorium of Gortyna. Cur-
rent location: still in its original findspot on the archaeological site of Gor-
tyna. Ancient location: public space, Praetorium of Gortyna.

Type and material of the support and text layout

Type of support: high parallelepiped base (troncopyramidal). Material: 
Gortynian limestone

Reuse of the inscribed field: yes (there are some traces of a previous in-
scription). Reuse of the monument: yes, probably embedded in the mason-
ry of the Byzantine monastery built in the area of the Praetorium. Opisto-
graphic: no.

Dimensions of support: Height: 123 cm. Width: 50.5/46 cm. Breadth: 53 
cm. Dimensions of letters: 4/6 cm.

Inscribed field: One inscribed field (frons). The letters of the top left cor-
ner of the inscription are slightly damaged; the upper part of the base is 
heavily damaged.

http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-773
https://inscriptions.packhum.org/text/200756
https://www.trismegistos.org/text/781805
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Writing technique: chiselled. Language: Greek. Rhythm: prose. Palae-
ography: late antique irregular Greek capitals (lunate sigma and epsilon, 
alpha with diagonal crossbar, some reduced Η and ω).

Text category: Honorary inscription for the praetorian prefect Petronius 
Probus

Greek text

	 Θ̣ε̣ίῳ θεσπίσματι
	 κ(αὶ) δόγματι τῆς Κρητῶν
	 ἐπαρχίας Πετρώνιον
	 Πρόβον, τὸν λαμπρ(ότατον)
5	 κ(αὶ) ἐξοχώτατον
	 ἀπὸ ὑπάτων
	 ἔπαρχον τοῦ πραιτωρίου,
	 τὸν εὐεργέτην καὶ
	 σωτῆρα τοῦ ἔθνους,
10	 Φλ(αούιος) Φουρσίδ(ιος) Ἀριστίδης
	 ὁ λ(αμπρότατος) ὑπατικὸς τῆς Κρητῶν
	 ἐπαρχείας ἀνέστησεν.

Critical edition

Edition based on ICret. IV 312.

Translations

– English: « For divine pronouncement and by decree (of the koinòn) of the prov-
ince of Cretans, (the statue of) Petronius Probus, of clarissimus rank and of eminen-
tissimus rank, former consul, praetorian prefect, benefactor and saviour of the (pro-
vincial) people, Flavius Fursidius Aristides, of clarissimus rank, consular of the prov-
ince of Cretans has set up ».

– French: « Par oracle divin et décret (du koinòn) de la province de Crète, à Petro-
nius Probus, clarissime et très éminent ancien consul et préfet du prétoire, bienfai-
teur et sauveur de la population (provinciale), Flavius Fursidius Aristides, clarissime 
consulaire de la province de Crète, a placé ».

– Italian (Tantillo in Bigi, Tantillo 2020, p. 12, n. 43): « Per divino oracolo e per 
decreto (del concilio [koinòn]) della provincia di Creta, a Petronius Probus, clarissi-
mo ed eminentissimo ex console e prefetto al pretorio, benefattore e salvatore della 
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popolazione (della provincia), Flavius Fursidius Aristides, clarissimo consolare del-
la provincia di Creta, pose ».

The inscription and its prefects: critical commentary, updating, 
overviews

The inscription was found in Gortyna in 1884/1889 during the excava-
tions led by the Italian archaeologist F. Halbherr (1857-1930) and was pub-
lished in 1929 by M. Guarducci (1902-1999) (Guarducci 1929, pp. 171 f., nr. 18; 
then in 1950 in ICret. IV 312). The support of our inscription is « un’alta base 
di forma troncopiramidale, svasata in basso, con tre lati lisci e fronte ornata 
da un’incorniciatura sagomata a gola che racchiude uno specchio epigrafico 
dal profilo leggermente bombato » (Bigi in Bigi, Tantillo 2020, p. 40). It was 
found and it is still located outside the vestibulum of the apsidal hall of the 
Praetorium of Gortyna, facing towards the ‘North Street’ (cf. Bigi, Tantillo 
2016, p. 217, fig. 17.1, nr. 773; Bigi, Tantillo 2020, p. 16, fig. 12; ICret. IV 312). 
The inscribed base may have been reused in buildings from the time of the 
emperor Heraclius (610-641 AD), inserted into the houses of craftsmen and 
farmers or incorporated into the small Byzantine monastery (late 7th Cen-
tury AD), which was built upon the ancient Praetorium (Di Vita 2000, pp. 
lvii-lxxiv, 341-76, 775-800). Originally the monument inscribed in honour 
of the praetorian prefect Petronius Probus was in the area of the Praetorium. 
It was placed there before the restoration of the Praetorium which was com-
pleted by the consularis Cretae Oecumenius Dositheus Asclepiodotus in 
382/383 AD (see below and PPRET 61).

The base is reused and the inscription is engraved over an earlier inscrip-
tion, the letters of which are still visible along the right margin of the ep-
igraphic field. On the upper side of the base, the housings for the feet of a 
bronze statue can still be seen (Bigi, Tantillo 2020, p. 41, fig. 52). Bronze 
statues, created by private individuals, dignitaries and public institutions 
could only be put up in public spaces with the emperor’s permission (see 
Feissel 1984, pp. 545-58; for bronze statues in honour of praetorian prefects 
with imperial permission, see PPRET 24, 54; without explicit permission, 
see PPRET 57. For references to gilded bronze statues in honour of praeto-
rian prefects, erected in prestigious public spaces in this period [sub auro, in-
aurata, auro condecorata], see PPRET 27, 28, 31, 46, 48, 51). In our inscription 
from Gortyna, the granting of imperial permission is explicitly mentioned 
(l. 1). The θεῖον θέσπισμα is the « divine pronouncement », i.e. a written au-
thorisation issued directly by the emperor (see for ex. Hesych. lex. Θ 399: 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret24.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret54.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret57.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret27.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret28.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret31.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret46.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret48.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret51.html
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θέσπισμα· θεῖον δόγμα; Phot. lex. Θ 138: θεσπίσματα· θεῖα δόγματα; Nov. Iust. 
113, 1-2; very frequent in the Acts of Councils, for ex. ACO I/1, 4, p. 66, 
Conc. Ephesus 431 AD). The same expression in Latin is sacrum oraculum (see 
CTh XI 21, 3; Nov. Theod. 17, 1, 2; Inst. Iust. I 11, 11; CI I 22, 5; CI I 55, 10; CI VI 
58, 13, 1; X 49, 2), or divinum oraculum (see Nov. Theod. 6, 4; 17, 2, 5; CI VII 63, 
5, 5; VIII 33, 3, 3a; 48, 5; X 12, 2, 2; sacrae iussionis oracula in Coll. Avell. 114). Usu-
ally, the concilium / κοινὸν of the province or diocese would dispatch an 
embassy to the emperor in order to ask for permission to honour the digni-
tary with a metallic statue before the official’s term of office was over. Con-
sider for example the petition of the κοινὸν of the province of Phoenices for 
the prefect Domitius Leontius (PPRET 24, ll. 7-10): decretis provinciae Phoenic-
es, senten/tia divina firmatis dd(ominorum) nn(ostrorum) Constantii et > / Constantis, 
aeternorum princi/pum. Consider also the concilium of the diocese of Hispaniae 
for the prefect Sallustius (PPRET 54, ll. 11-12): missis legat(is), ius(sione) sac(ra), 
Hispaniae dicaverunt. Also consider the κοινὸν of the province of Crete to 
make our monument in honour of the prefect Probus in Gortyna.

The exceptional honour for Probus came with strings attached. In order 
to get it, the praetorian prefect, had to use his high official powers to grant 
favours to the province of Crete (ll. 9-10: « benefactor and saviour of the 
provincial people »). Although the traditional Greek formula σωτὴρ καὶ 
εὐεργέτης appears only in this one inscription among those in honour of 
Probus, all the numerous inscriptions in his honour (see below) are related 
to the many and continuous benefits he bestowed as a powerful patron on 
the city and provincial communities that were his clients (the contempo-
rary historian Ammianus states this explicitly, see Amm. XXVII 11; the in-
scription for Probus at Capua extols his munificentia, PPRET 60, l. 6. For 
monuments in honour of praetorian prefects of the 4th Century who are 
called benefactors, see PPRET 21, 29, 35, 43, 47, 52, 97).

Our inscription from Gortyna represents the only 4th Century example 
of a praetorian prefect, who, besides λαμπρότατος, bears the traditional rank 
of ἐξοχώτατος (l. 5). More important still, is that this first monument in hon-
our of Probus, decreed by the κοινὸν of Crete and created by the consularis 
Cretae, Fursidius Aristides, was actually built inside or in front of the Praeto-
rium (PLRE I, p. 105, see below and PPRET 76). Its inscription celebrates 
Probus as a former ordinary consul and praetorian prefect without itera-
tions (ll. 6-7). The Greek text of our inscription is precise: the formula ἀπὸ 
ὑπάτων ἔπαρχον τοῦ πραιτωρίου (ll. 6-7) and not ἀπὸ ὑπάτων καὶ ἀπὸ ἐπάρχων 
πραιτωρίων (PPRET 61, ll. 3-4) clearly states that Petronius Probus was still 
the acting praetorian prefect when the monument in Gortyna was decreed 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret24.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret54.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret21.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret29.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret35.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret43.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret47.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret52.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret97.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret76.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
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by the provincial κοινὸν and made by the consularis Aristides. This monu-
ment must therefore precede the other inscribed monument in honour of 
Probus, styled as « former consul and former praetorian prefect for the third 
time », decreed by the βουλὴ of Gortyna and put up near the Praetorium as 
part of an extensive statuary cycle by the consularis Cretae Oecumenius 
Dositheus Asclepiodotus in 382/383 AD (PLRE I, p. 115, see PPRET 61, in 
part. at l. 5 see the numeral γʹ, i.e. τὸ τρίτον « three times » or « for the third 
time »).

Our inscription on the gortynian monument made by Aristides must be 
dated after December 31st 371 AD, when Probus stepped down from the 
consulship and became ἀπὸ ὑπάτων (see l. 6, cf. CLRE, pp. 276 f.). The PLRE 
(I, pp. 738 f.) does not explain the contradiction of two inscriptions in Gor-
tyna in honour of the praetorian prefect Probus that would have been made 
by the consularis Aristides, without iteration, and by the consularis Ascelpi-
odotus, with numeral γʹ « for the third time » (PPRET 61), which should in-
dicate the same prefecture of our senator (i.e., according to the PLRE, the 
third one among the four attested). According to De Tommaso (2000b, pp. 
386 f.), the inscription for the prefect Probus without iteration made by the 
consularis Aristides was written after the end of 371 AD and before 375/377 
AD; the inscription for the prefect Probus made by the consularis Asclepi-
odotus with iteration « three » was written before August 19th 383 AD, i.e. in 
the period May-August 383 AD. In fact, he lumps both inscriptions together 
in the same third praetorian prefecture of our senator. Recently, U. Gehn 
(in LSA 773) thinks that the prefecture’s absence of iteration allows us to 
refer Aristides’ inscription in Gortyna to one of the four prefectures of Pro-
bus after the consulship, i.e. between 372 and 388 AD. In our opinion, the 
presence of the numeral (PPRET 61, l. 5: γʹ, i.e. τὸ τρίτον) to indicate the 
prefectorial mandate of Probus is crucial and not negligible for two monu-
ments that were built at two different times in the same city and in the same 
architectural complex, the Praetorium of Gortyna. In order to identify the 
praetorian prefecture indicated in the inscription made by the consularis 
Aristides, it is necessary to reflect on the prefectorial career of Petronius 
Probus.

Sex. Petronius Probus was the most important senator of the second half 
of the 4th Century AD. Born around 328/332 AD, after passing through the 
quaestura and the praetura in Rome, he was proconsul of Africa in 358 AD, or-
dinary consul in 371 AD and four times praetorian prefect of Italia-Illyri-
cum-Africa, Illyricum and Gaul, in a maximum span of time of 364 AD to 
387 AD (this is the most extensive chronology proposed by the modern 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail-base.php?record=LSA-773
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historians); he died between 388 and 392 AD (see in brief, Jones 1964b, pp. 
85-87, scheme pp. 88 f.; similarly PLRE I, pp. 736-40, and scheme pp. 1050-51; 
Pergami 1995, pp. 417-23; Lizzi Testa 2004, pp. 316-19. For an analysis of his 
career, see Porena 2023a, pp. 129-216, and PPRET 59). Petronius Probus is 
attested as praetorian prefect in 11 inscriptions both during and at the termi-
nation of his career (besides this one, see PPRET 56, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 
65, 66), as well as being cited in numerous literary texts and in as many as 46 
constitutions from the Theodosian and Justinian Codes (source list in PLRE 
I, pp. 736-40; Porena 2020c). Unfortunately, the data provided by this large 
number of sources does not always agree. While it is certain that Petronius 
Probus was proconsul of Africa in 358 AD (CTh XI 36, 13, on June 23rd; CIL 
VIII 1783) and ordinary consul beside Gratian Augustus (iterum) in 371 AD 
(CLRE, pp. 276 f.), the chronology, sequence and administrative geography 
of his four praetorian prefectures is difficult to reconstruct and historians 
are divided.

To sum up, we can say that two chronologies and two extensions of the 
prefectures of Probus are possible: 1) a ‘backward-looking chronology’ in an 
Empire divided into three major praetorian prefectures (Galliae, Italia-Illy-
ricum-Africa, Oriens); 2) a ‘forward-looking chronology’ in an Empire di-
vided into four praetorian prefectures (Galliae, Italia-Illyricum-Africa, au-
tonomous Illyricum, Oriens).

The prevailing reconstruction today is the ‘backward-looking chronolo-
gy’ based on an Empire divided into three praetorian prefectures, that was 
proposed by Jones 1964b and PLRE. According to this interpretation, in the 
second half of the 4th Century there was only one major praetorian prefec-
ture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa, particularly in the years 381-392 AD, next to 
the praetorian prefectures of Gaul and the East. Thus Probus would have 
held a first short praetorian prefecture of Illyricum in 364 AD (CTh I 29, 1), 
a second short praetorian prefecture of Gaul in 366 AD (CTh XI 1, 15), and 
a long third praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa in the years 368-
375/376 AD. The latter prefecture is attested by the Pincio inscription, 
which was dedicated on August 8th 378 AD (PPRET 59, but strangely the 
office is listed without iteration), and would have been followed with a 
fourth short praetorian prefecture of Italy-Illyricum-Africa in 383 AD. This 
series of offices is chronologically compatible with the order of the four 
prefectures listed in the Verona inscription (PPRET 63) and obliges us to 
correct the dates of the constitutions of the Law Codes for the period 380-
384 AD, in which Probus is reported to be in office as praetorian prefect 
overlapping with the six/seven other prefects of Italia-Illyricum-Africa. It 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret56.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret57.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret62.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret63.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret64.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret65.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret66.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret63.html
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contradicts the account of Ammianus, who describes Probus holding the 
prefecture continuously from 368 AD onwards (intervallando potestates adsid-
uas, Amm. XXVII 11 and Amm. XXX 5). Moving backwards, this chronol-
ogy incorporates Probus’ first three praetorian prefectures, all held during 
the reign of Valentinian I, and assumes only one short praetorian prefecture 
of two months in 383 AD in the last thirteen years of the senator’s career 
(376/388 AD).

Chronology:
1st praetorian prefecture over Illyricum in 364 AD, appointed by 

Valentinian I
2nd praetorian prefecture over Galliae in 366 AD, appointed by Valentin-

ian I
3rd praetorian prefecture over Italia-Illyricum-Africa in 368-375/376 AD, 

appointed by Valentinian I
[Gothic crisis 378/379 AD: Probus was never appointed praetorian pre-

fect under Gratian (378-383 AD)]
[383-388 AD usurpation of Magnus Maximus]
4th praetorian prefecture limited to the period of August-October 383 

AD over Italia-Illyricum-Africa, appointed by Valentinian II

The ‘forward-looking chronology’ based on an Empire divided into four 
praetorian prefectures has been proposed recently by Porena (2020a-b; 
2023a, pp. 129-216). According to this interpretation, in the years 361-376 
AD, there was only one large praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Afri-
ca, next to the praetorian prefectures of Gaul and the East. However, from 
376/377 AD, the praetorian prefecture of Italia-(Illyricum)-Africa was sep-
arated from the autonomous prefecture of Illyricum. At the behest of 
Valentinian I, Probus held a first long praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyri-
cum-Africa in the years 368-375/376 AD, which is attested by the Pincio 
inscription dedicated on August 8th 378 AD (PPRET 59, appropriately the 
office is listed without iteration). After this mandate, during the Gothic 
crisis and around the defeat of Adrianople, Gratian would have divided the 
prefecture of Italia-Africa (perhaps with a part of Illyricum) and made an 
autonomous praetorian prefecture out of Illyricum. In the years (379?) 380-
382 AD, emperor Gratian would have given Probus a second praetorian 
prefecture in Italia-Africa. In the Autumn of 381 AD, Gratian also gave Pro-
bus a third praetorian prefecture of Illyricum alone, which was extended 
into 382 AD. Probus was appointed to a second and third prefecture with 
separate codicils (the two mandates on two locations would have over-

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
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lapped for a few months). In 384-385 AD, after the usurpation of Maximus 
in Gaul and the assassination of Gratian, Valentinian II would have given 
Probus a fourth praetorian prefecture in Italia-Africa with a formal appoint-
ment in the same codicils to the praetorian prefecture of Gaul. Since the 
latter was controlled by the usurper Maximus, Probus never took posses-
sion of this prefecture, even though Valentinian II claimed it as his own. 
This reconstruction preserves the dates of the constitutions of the Law 
Codes for the period 380-384 AD, while agreeing with the account of Am-
mianus (Amm. XXVII 11 and Amm. XXX 5). It also concords with the data 
of the inscription for Probus from the Pincio (PPRET 59) and Capua 
(PPRET 60) and distributes the praetorian prefectures of Probus between 
the reigns of Valentinian I, Gratian and Valentinian II.

Chronology:
1st praetorian prefecture in 368-375/376 AD over Italia-Illyricum-Africa, 

appointed by Valentinian I
[378/379 AD Gothic crisis and creation of an autonomous praetorian pre-

fecture of Illyricum]
2nd praetorian prefecture in (379?) 380-382 AD over Italia-(Illyricum)-Af-

rica, appointed by Gratian
3rd praetorian prefecture in 381-382 AD over autonomous Illyricum, ap-

pointed by Gratian
[383-388 AD usurpation of Magnus Maximus]
4th praetorian prefecture in 384-385 AD over Italia-(Illyricum)-Africa 

(and nominally Galliae), appointed by Valentinian II

In our opinion, the inscription in honour of Probus, former consul and 
serving praetorian prefect, without iteration, engraved in Crete by decree 
of the κοινὸν on the monument made by the consularis Aristides after De-
cember 31st 371 AD, extols the prefect’s evergetic measures in favour of the 
province of Crete. They were accomplished during his first praetorian pre-
fecture, which lasted for almost eight years between 368 and early 376 AD 
(according to the ‘forward-looking chronology’). Our inscription in honour 
of the prefect Probus from the Praetorium of Gortyna must be dated be-
tween 372 and 375 AD.

Perhaps during this same first praetorian prefecture, the proconsul Achaiae 
Anatolius dedicated the monument in honour of the praetorian prefect 
Probus in the Agora of Athens (PPRET 57). The identification of the dedi-
cator of Probus’ Athenian epigram with the proconsul of Achaia, Anatolius, 
who engaged in restoring the city of Sparta probably after the earthquake of 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret60.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret57.html
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375 AD, suggests a date for the Athenian inscription towards the end of the 
long praetorian prefecture of Italia-Illyricum-Africa, held by Probus in 368-
375/376 AD. That said, it could also have been made during the second 
praetorian prefecture held by Probus over an autonomous Illyricum, in 
381-382 AD. Whatever it is, a date sometime during the period 376/382 AD 
can be assumed. Certainly the Roman inscription from the Pincian hill in 
honour of Petronius Probus, praetorian prefect of Italia-Illyricum-Africa, 
without iteration, dedicated on August 8th 378 AD (PPRET 59) celebrates 
Probus’ first long praetorian prefecture. It seems very likely that a few years 
after the inscription put up in the Praetorium of Gortyna by the consularis 
Aristides at the behest of the κοινὸν of Crete, the Cretans wanted to erect a 
new monument in honour of Petronius Probus in another area of the Prae-
torium that had been extensively restored by the consularis Asclepiodotus in 
382/383 AD (PPRET 61). This monument rightly indicated Probus as a for-
mer praetorian prefect « for the third time » (l. 5 numeral γʹ i.e. τὸ τρίτον). It 
stood next to the monument of the senator who had been praetorian pre-
fect responsible for the province of Crete immediately after Probus, Hypa-
tius (PPRET 73) and the senator who would soon replace him, Praetextatus 
(ICret. IV 316; LSA 777; Bigi, Tantillo 2020, pp. 192 f., nr. 3; concerning his 
praetorian prefecture, see PPRET 77, 79, 80). In 382/383 AD, the βουλὴ of 
Gortyna, the consularis Asclepiodotus and the Cretans wanted to extoll the 
last recent prefectorial mandate of Probus – the third one, this time in the 
new autonomous praetorian prefecture of Illyricum that included the prov-
ince of Crete – by means of a new monument in the renewed Praetorium. 
Their aim was to distinguish the third mandate from the first long mandate 
of Italia-Illyricum-Africa that had been held until 376 AD by Probus and 
which was still exalted in Aristides’ monument in the Praetorium.

The dignitary responsible for executing the decree of the κοινὸν of Crete 
to put up a monument in honour of the praetorian prefect Probus was Fl. 
Fursidius Aristides, consularis Cretae in 372/376 AD (PLRE I, p. 105). Unfor-
tunately, the chronology of his provincial appointment can only be recon-
structed from the chronological data contained within the inscription itself. 
Recently Vallarino (2012) published a Greek epigram in honour of the 
ὕπαρχος Aphthonius that had been found in the area of the Praetorium of the 
city in 2005. Although the epigram was decreed by the βουλὴ of Gortyna, its 
date is uncertain. The author has suggested that Aristides – in the epigram 
his name is unqualified and his position or rank is not indicated – who ded-
icated the verses for Aphthonius may be our consularis Fursidius Aristides in 
376/377 AD (see PPRET 76). According to Vallarino, Aphthonius could be 

http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret59.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret61.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret73.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret77.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret79.html
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret80.html
http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/database/detail.php?record=777&_submit=Go
http://ppret-inscriptions.huma-num.fr/en/inscriptions/ppret76.html
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the praetorian prefect of Italia-Illyricum-Africa in 376/377 AD, while the 
consularis Cretae Fursidius Aristides would have dedicated two monuments 
to two praetorian prefects, one after the other in the period 371/377 AD. In 
all probability, they were dedicated between 376 AD, the last possible year 
of the praetorian prefecture of Probus, and 377 AD, the year after which 
there would be no more room for a prefectorial office of Aphthonius. This 
hypothesis is by no means certain. We think that the monument with the 
epigram in honour of Aphthonius decreed by the βουλὴ of Gortyna at the 
behest of the principales of the city, may honour a praetorian prefect of Illy-
ricum (the eastern Illyricum) in the 5th Century AD; it is possible that it was 
made by Aristides, not as the consularis, but as a city notable. If the maker can 
be identified as the consularis Cretae Fursidius Aristides, then it is possible that 
the monument was put up in honour of a vicarius Macedoniae of the late 4th 
Century AD, but it seems unlikely that Aphthonius was a praetorian prefect 
in 376/377 AD (discussion in PPRET 76).

Pierfrancesco Porena
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